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MISIR’DAKI TURK EDEBIYATI

Oz

Tiirk kiiltiiriiniin Misir edebiyatina, 6zellikle de mo-
dern Misir edebiyatina olan etkisini gormemek miimkiin
degildir. Memliik devletinin yikilmasiyla birlikte Misir,
modern ¢aga degin {i¢ asir boyunca Osmanli Impara-
torlugunun bir parcasi olarak kalmistir. Tiirk edebiyati
eski Oguz, Islam ve Bati kiiltiiriinden ilham alirken Mi-
sir edebiyati, fen ve edebiyat alaninda kiiltiirel ve Dogu
kimligini gostermek igin eski Firavuni, Arap ve Islami
kiiltiirden beslenmistir. Bati’nin etkisi ile geliserek farkli
edebi formlara sahip olmasi veya bu formlarin gelisimi
yOniiyle modern Misir ve Tiirk edebiyati neredeyse ay-
nidir. Ancak modern edebiyatin baslangicindaki bu ben-
zerlik, ¢esitli nedenlerden dolayi etkileme ve etkilenmeyi
zorlastirmistir.

Bu ¢aligmada, Tiirklerin genelde Araplar, 6zelde ise
Misir ile olan iligkisi irdelenmektedir. Tiirk-Misir siyasi
iligkilerinin edebiyata olan etkisi ve bu etkinin akademik
eserlerdeki tezahiirii ile temel egitim miifredatlarindaki
tesiri incelenmistir. Daha sonra Tirk ve Misir edebiya-
ti1 birbirine yaklastiran veya uzaklastiran etkenler ele
alimmis ve Tirk edebiyatinin Misir’a intikali, Misir’daki
Tiirk¢e yaymlar ile seyahat, yolculuk ve egitim yoluyla
bu iki toplumun etkilesiminden bahsedilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap kiltirt, Tirk kiltird,
Arap dili ve edebiyati, Tiirk dili ve edebiyati, Misir ede-
biyati.

TURKISH LITERATURE IN EGYPT
Abstract

The influence of Turkish culture on Egyptian litera-
ture, especially modern literature, cannot be overlooked.
With the collapse of the Mamluk state, Egypt remained
a part of the Ottoman Empire for three centuries until
the modern era. While Turkish literature draws inspira-
tion from ancient Oghuz, Islamic, and Western cultures,
Egyptian literature has been nourished by ancient Phara-
onic, Arab, and Islamic cultures to demonstrate its cultu-
ral and Eastern identity in the fields of science and lite-
rature. Developing under the influence of the West and
evolving into various literary forms, modern Egyptian
and Turkish literature are almost parallel in terms of their
development of literary forms. However, this similarity
at the beginning of modern literature found it difficult to
influence and be affected for several reasons.

This study examines the relationship between Turks
and Arabs in general, and specifically with Egypt. It
investigates the impact of Turkish-Egyptian political
relations on literature, as well as their manifestation in
academic works and their influence on basic educational
curricula. Subsequently, factors that bring Turkish and
Egyptian literature closer or drive them apart are discus-
sed, along with the transmission of Turkish literature to
Egypt, the presence of Turkish publications in Egypt, and
the interaction between these two communities through
travel, journeys, and education.

Keywords: Arab culture, Turk culture, Arabic langu-
age and literature, Turkish language and literature, Egypt
literature.
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Extended Abstract

Egyptian literature is one of the most prominent cultural riches that bear deep historical and cultural imprints, and
the contribution of Turkish culture to the Egyptian literary scene, especially the modern one, cannot be ignored. From
the fall of the Mamluk state to the modern era, Egyptian literature has witnessed Turkish influence, whether through
various literary arts or through texts written in the Turkish language itself.

The relationship between Egyptian and Turkish literature reflects the many cultural, historical, political and geog-
raphical aspects that have linked the two countries throughout the ages. By exploring this relationship, it is possible
to understand the influence of Turkish culture on Egyptian literature. The common history between Arabs and Turks
over many centuries has contributed to building bridges of communication and cooperation, especially during the
Ottoman period, when interests and hopes overlapped between the Turkish and Arab peoples, and despite subsequent
interruptions and successive historical and political transformations, translation represents one of the most important
tools for transferring culture, knowledge and the essence of literature between the two cultures.

Literature is a mirror of the life and culture of peoples and the transmission of their legacies from generation to
generation, and the transmission of literature between countries transmits cultures, customs and traditions, and has a
great impact on the intellectual and cultural rapprochement between these countries.

When literature is great, it raises the status of its nation, so every nation is keen to create writers and writers who
carry its ideas to appear as a beacon among nations, and as Turkish historian Mehmet Fuat Kopriilii says, Great lite-
rature is created only by great nations, and the literature of a nation is like a lifeline from which it draws its strength,
and nations without literature soon weaken and fade from the memory of history towards emptiness and loss.

Some historians divide Turkish literature according to the centuries. Others separate the pre-Islamic era, the era
of civilization under Islam, and the era of modern literature. Some of them divide the eras according to the names
of famous poets. Dr. Mujib al-Masri believes that the reason for the difference in the division of eras is due to the
fact that the Turks were ruled by one family from the thirteenth century - which is considered the real beginning of
Turkish literature - until the twentieth century when the Ottoman Empire fell, and this created difficulty in dividing
the eras of literature and naming them by the names of the ruling families or states, as Arab literature, for example, is

divided by eras and ruling states (the literature of Sadr al-Islam - Umayyad literature - Abbasid literature ...) as many
states succeeded to rule, so the eras of literature were named by the names of the ruling states, which is not clearly
found in Turkish literature.

There was a Turkish literature before the thirteenth century AD, but it was a dispersed literature. There is Azeri
literature, or what is called Western literature, such as the poetry of Faduli and Nasimi, who organized their poetry
in Azeri, and Azeri, as is known from the Turkish languages, and there is also Jaghatai literature, which originated in
India, represented by Ali Chernavi, who organized his poetry in the Turkish Jaghatai language. But these literatures
were dominated by localization and did not have the continuity and spread that the literature of the Anatolian region
enjoyed, which began to take shape in the thirteenth century AD and beyond, until it became the clearest picture of
Turkish literature, especially at the beginning of the era of the Ottoman Empire and its successors.

As for the use of the Turkish language in writing, it began to make its way during the thirteenth century AD, and
the conquest of Konya in 676 AH was an important factor in this, as Fuat Kopriilii claims that it almost became the
language of literature, and its use was not limited to the Seljuk state’s dealings with its Turkish subjects only.

The relationship between Turkey and Egypt has been characterized by ebb and flow, and the political aspect had a
great impact on the transmission and acceptance of Turkish literature, especially after President Gamal Abdel Nasser
took over the rule of Egypt and supported the idea of Arab nationalism against other nationalities, as well as the dif-
ference in language and the Turkish language system, which is far from the Arabic sentence system.

Despite the obstacles and barriers, literature, in spirit and with the pens of its owners, creates a bridge of com-
munication, rapprochement and bridging gaps, especially with the increasing number of Turkish students studying
in Egyptian universities, which led to the establishment of special centers to teach them the Arabic language, which
affects the removal of barriers, the transfer of cultures and the increase in the translation movement.




