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This study focuses on the detail of the relationship between children and the politics of
the new regime by centering the Republican period pronatalist policies. It can be
estimated that a country which has come out of a devastating war, has experienced
territorial losses and has subsequently fallen into the clutches of epidemics has faced
with serious losses in its human resources. It is inevitable for a society which moves on
after being weakened with these losses to continue to the rhythm of the world by
recuperating afterwards. The politicians of that period who were aware of that the
biggest power needed in the given period is the human resources, have been in a
search of different ways for the rectification and strengthening of the wounded
Turkish society through population policies at every opportunity. Within the authentic
boundaries of the state mechanism, the family and marriage in general and the
existence of the child in particular has a determining role. The fact that the
identification of the road to the child is encoded through family and marriage has been
continuously intersecting the paths of this tripartite mechanism. The fact that the
belief towards marriage and family was stronger than ever, has increased the need for
pronatalist policies as of that period. This study focuses on the way of handling the
issue by the newspapers of the years between 1929 and 1940. It was conducted a
content analysis from the titles preferred in the newspaper reports to the language
used and the presentation type of the news. It was seen that many reasons including
the continuity of the lineage and the safety of the nation in its authentic boundaries,
the fear towards that biological losses will cause losses in many other fields, the need
for both the quantity and the quality of the people, the desire to avert disinformation
in human resources, and the belief towards that development will realize with a
dynamic population, are among the precipitating reasons of the Republican period
pronatalist policies.
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Bu calisma Cumhuriyet dénemi pronatalist politikalarini merkeze alarak, ¢ocuk ve yeni
rejimin siyaseti arasindaki iliskinin detayina odaklanmaktadir. Yikici savaslardan gikan,
toprak kayiplari yasayan ve pesi sira salgin hastaliklarin pengesine disen bir Glkenin
insan kaynaginda da ciddi kayiplar oldugu tahmin edilebilir. Batiin bu kayiplar ile
eksilerek hayata devam eden toplumun, diinyanin ritmine, toparlanarak devam etmesi
kaginlmazdir. iginde bulundugu dénemde ihtiyag duyulan en biiyiik giiciin insan
kaynagi oldugunun farkinda olan dénemin siyasileri, her firsatta nifus politikalari ile
yaral Tirk toplumunun yeniden iyilesmesi ve glglenmesi icin farkli arayislar icine
girmistir. Devlet mekanizmasinin kendi 6zgln sinirlari iginde, genelde aile ve evlilik
ozelde ise gocugun varlig belirleyici bir role sahiptir. Cocuga giden yolun aile ve evlilik
ile kodlanmasi bu Ugli mekanizmanin yollarini sirekli kesistirmektedir. Evlilige ve
aileye olan inancin her zamankinden daha glg¢li olmasi, donem itibari ile pronatalist
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politikalara olan ihtiyact artirmistir. Galisma 1929 ve 1940 vyillarina ait donem
gazetelerinin konuyu isleme sekline odaklanmaktadir. Gazete haberlerinde tercih
edilen basliktan, kullanilan dile ve haberin sunulug sekline dair igerik analizi yapiimistir.
Soyun surekliligi ve milletin 6zglin sinirlari icinde glivende kalmasi, biyolojik kayiplarin
bircok alandaki kayiplara neden olacagi korkusu, insanin niceligi kadar niteligine de
duyulan ihtiyag, insan kaynagindaki deformasyonun 6niine gegme istegi, kalkinmanin
dinamik bir nufus ile gergekligine duyulan inang gibi birgok nedenin cumhuriyet
donemi pronatalist politikalarin tetikleyici nedenleri arasinda oldugu gorilmustdr.

Introduction

Bodin puts human factor in the building of earth in the center by advocating the argument of “there
is neither wealth nor power without human”[1] in the world of 16th century. We regard this argument,
yet we see the traces of population policies in many stories passed to us by the history. The request and
aspiration towards having a young and dynamic population comes into prominence as the most
important state policy especially of the times experiencing great depressions. Having a population with a
young structure can be thought as the greatest medication for the societies’ need for rejuvenation.
Likewise, young and dynamic populations exert a locomotive effect for societies in being open to
innovations and adapting them. This effect also has a potential importance for the productive
population in terms of shaping itself. On the other hand, this condition will surely be determinant in
enabling adaptation between the population and the economy, and the emergence of coordinated
policies. We can also express the assumption that the countries’ psychology towards being large and
crowded in both social and familial terms is influential in this request.

Young Turkish Republic was also in a search for a similar solution in the post-war years. It can be
estimated that there were also serious losses in human source of a country which had come out of a
war, experienced territorial losses and then fallen into the clutches of epidemics. It is inevitable for a
society which continues its life with all these losses should move on along with the rhythm of the world
through recuperating. The politicians of that times who were aware of that the greatest needed power
is the human source, have begun different quests for the recuperation and strengthening of the
wounded Turkish society.

The requirement of collecting existing records and documents towards population policies has
necessitated using documental review method. Istanbul University's* transaction towards opening the
newspaper archives between 1929 and 1940s to access has created a facilitative effect in terms of using
this method. This study focuses on the details of that period’s pronatalist (population increasing)
policies reflected on newspapers. It was conducted a content analysis of the targeted fact (population
policies) by considering the newspaper reports as the existing documents of that period. For making fair
deductions during the study stages such as data collection and analysis, all newspapers with different
publication lines were examined.

Method

Documental review, or in a different naming, the document analysis is the main method of the
study. According to Wach (as mentioned in Kiral, 2020), document analysis is a qualitative research
method based on the systematic examination of the contents of written documents. And Foster (as
mentioned in Yildirrm&Simsek, 2016) formulates document analysis as accessing to the document,
checking its originality, understanding the document, analyzing the data and using the data. Through
adhering to this examination, the titles of newspaper reports were included for the purpose of
presenting the originality of the documents to the reader in the study. The study made an inventory of
the news partaken the newspapers of that period, and formed through intend for commenting on the
content. In this sense, the data collected through document analysis were interpreted via content
analysis, and it was examined the way of presenting the issue in the newspapers of that period. Content
analysis emphasizes the intersection point of document analysis and observations (Prasad, 2008, p. 1).

* http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/
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In this sense, it will be conducted a kind of second reading of the data (newspaper reports) which will be
analyzed by making connection with certain topic titles. The study was shaped through Istanbul
University’s recent transaction towards opening the newspapers operated during the Republican period
to access. 48 newspapers were opened to access in the website of Istanbul University, and 11
newspapers were included in the study. As part of the study, the newspapers of Ag¢ik S6z, Aksam, En Son
Havadis, Halkin Dili, Hakkin Sesi, Hékimiyeti Milliye, izmir Postasi, Yenigiin, Hakikat, Yarin and
Cumhuriyet were included in the newspaper review. All newspapers except Cumhuriyet newspaper
among the aforementioned newspapers were printed between 1929 and 1940. Cumhuriyet newspaper
was published between the years of 1929 and 1947. Because of the necessity for limiting the study, it
was included the copies of Cumhuriyet newspaper between the years of 1929 and 1940. 4071 issues of
11 reviewed newspapers in total were examined one by one. When the limits of the article considered,
the newspaper reports with the maximum data flow were included in the study scope. Reaced
documents were codified under various titles (population policies, poverty, art, city, health, education,
fashion, justice). Each of these titles has a substantiality which can be the subject to different studies. It
can be said that the will towards limiting the subject and examining the data more in-depth has also
caused a result that the study has centered around a single theme. In this sense, children and
population policies were accepted as a theme in the study, and it has only included the reports given
place to this theme in the aforementioned newspapers.

Pronatalist Policies

Guriz (1975, p. 9) traces the population policies back to the existence of organized state life. In this
sense, it can be mentioned the existence of a direct relation between the state and the population
policies. Pronatalist policies, in its simplest sense, have the logic of promoting human reproduction by
centering the family (Salman Yikmis, 2018, p. 86). These policies involve political, ideological and cultural
thoughts and practices which direct the whole or a part of population to human reproduction (Brown &
Ferree, 2005, p. 8). It is possible to see the details of this aforementioned relation in well-known
societies of history such as Ancient Greece and Rome. That is, in the Ancient Greece, the population
increasing policies was considered as compensation towards human population lost in the battles. For
this reason, these policies were tried to be legitimated in the eye of people along with the practices such
as marriage obligation and granting privileges to multi-child families (Oktay, 2013, p. 33). Similarly, in
Rome, it was enacted deterrent laws for the infertile and single persons by considering raising children
as a public service, and the inheritance system was formed so as to protect those in a marriage
relationship (Oktay, 2013, p. 33). It is also drawn attention that there exists a relation established
between population and military power in Platon’s and Aristotle’s thought on this subject (Semiz, 2010,
p. 46).

Throughout the history, there are many reasons which direct the mobilized lives of the people
gotten moved from their own territories for social, cultural and economic reasons. Firstly, it can be said
that population is a reflection of military, economic and political power (Oktay, 2013, p. 34, Ozdemir,
2017, p. 68, Dogan, 2011, p. 299). Namely, it can be suggested the argument that the scantiness in
births will lower the population’s dynamism along with the ageing, the work power arte will reduce, and
thus the future of the country will be under risk (Oktay, 2013, p. 34). On the other hand, everlasting
wars, negativities in healthcare services, malnutrition and significant reduction in birth rates (Semiz,
2010, p. 428), epidemic diseases (Oktay, 2013, p. 32) and external migrations (Bektas & Ates, 2018, p.
487, Baytal, 2009, p. 118), territorial losses, famine, inadequacies in healthcare services (Gokburun,
2020, p. 8) are among precipitating causes of these policies. It can be said as a total of all these variables
that population is a magical key in the countries without industry and with an economy based on
agriculture (Demir, 2016, p. 46). In a similar way, population policies have been thought as a solution of
existing needs for new births, familial continuity, production, family security (Semiz, 2010, p. 426), and
certain marital status conditions such as not marrying, divorce and having child (Dogan, 2011, p. 294-
296) during periods in which subsistence is based on agriculture. Besides, as a different detail, the
extensiveness of unhealthy miscarriages and its reflection on mother deaths is another factor led
population policies (Fisek, 1998). Especially the wars may be pointed as the most important precipitating
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cause of pronatalist policies. Namely, the losses in wars and the need for a dynamic mass in the wars
reveal the necessity for human capital. | would like to remind that France bases the solution for its
success against Germany upon the argument of population increase during First World War period
(Semiz, 2010, p. 428).

We cannot evaluate the applied population policies independently from the development in the
external world. It can be said that the developments happened in that period’s foreign policy have
necessitated to carry out these policies. Namely, according to Duman (2008), colonialism has still had a
strong influence in Europe. And the argument that the Anatolia is not a Turkish homeland have been
discussing strongly for the Republic came out of the war. Again, in addition to this argument, the
thoughts of that the young Republic is quite underpopulated have been spreading on purpose. The fact
that Atatlirk has given clues on being a great nation by giving prominence to his view of raising talented
individuals in many of his speeches (Gliriz, 1975 & Oktay,2013, p. 36) can be seen as testimonial of the
cautions intended to be taken in the home.

Republican Period Pronatalist Policies

It is seen in Republican period population policies that Italy example was taken as reference (Oktay,
2013, p. 37). Namely, increasing births, promoting marriage, restricting discourses on behalf of reducing
births along with the maximum birth-minimum death principle by taking the cautions in Italy as
reference (Ozberk, 2003, p. 74) are among the exemplary practices of that period.

The most striking practice featuring in Republican period population policies is the taxes taken from
the single persons. According to Ozer (2013, p. 175), the first legislative proposal was given by Canik
deputy Hamdy Bey in October of 1920. As part of this legislation, it was enacted that the men who have
not been married at the age of 20 and who have divorced should pay tax to the state. Although this first
legislative proposal was rejected, we can note that the state was persistent in this practice in the later
years. It was also made an arrangement for marriage age in 1926 (Bektas & Ates, 2018, p. 488). As part
of this arrangement, marriage age was designated as 18 for men and 17 for women (Akin, 2007). On
singleness tax, in 1929 —which is also among the years of economic depression- Yozgat deputy Sirri Bey
gave a legislative proposal towards demanding tax from all single men between 25-45 ages and all single
women between 20-35 ages who work in public offices (Ozer, 2013, p. 177-178, Semiz, 2010, p. 423-
424). In 1938, marriage age was determined for men as 17 and women as 15 with the new arrangement.
Despite many initiatives towards realizing this proposal, it has not completely been passed into law
(Bektas & Ates, 2018, 2016, p. 487). However, we can note that a “singleness tax” was passed into law
under the name of Income Tax Article 90 in 1949 (Semiz, 2010, p. 423-424).

Another step towards Republican period population policies is “the central statistics office
established 3 years after the proclamation of Republic” (Bektas & Ates, 2018, p. 488, Gokburun, 2020, p.
8-9). The statistical institute establishes in 1926 is responsible for specifying the general statistics about
births, marriages, deaths, migrations, people’s economic status and public healthcare.” Another
prominent development of that period is the 788 No. Law of Public Servants affectuated in 1926
(Ozdemir, 2017, p. 69). As part of this law, it was foreseen that one child of a public servant who
completed five years in office is accepted to boarding schools with half fee and other children are
accepted with two thirds fee. In the law, there was the provision that one child of all public servants
who completed ten years in office will be accepted to boarding schools without charge and other
children will be accepted with half fee.* Another law which foresees exemption for certain social sectors
is the 1929 dated and 1525 No. Grounding and Bridges Law. In the 1525 No. Decision of the
aforementioned law, it was expressed that those who have a stable interdiction, those who are

T https://www.tuik.gov.tr/Kurumsal/PDF_Detay
i

https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/tutanaklar/ KANUNLAR KARARLAR/kanuntbmmc004/kanuntbmmc004/kanu
ntbmmc00400788.pdf
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economically deprived, those who have five children and those who study in schools are exempted from
this law.

The Public Health Law enured in 1930s (Eryurt & Canpolat, 2013, p. 132) is another development
needed to be given details. This law handles the subject of family and population as a public factor
(Dogan, 2011). There is a list of cautions taken for public health in 152. Article of the law® (Dogan,2011).
In this law which begins with the phrase of “Raising the prospective generation as healthy”, there are
provisions for taking cautions such as easing births, reducing child deaths, conducting postnatal
examinations of women, establishing health facilities for children and youth, making the schools
undertake protection services, opening maternity wards, realizing midwife employment, conducting
medical examinations of men and women before marriages, necessitating those who will be wet-nurse
to certificate their health condition in every six months, restricting abortion tools and other
transactions, making birth support legal in state’s official institutions, holding governments, public
servant doctors and midwives responsible for helping child deliveries of poor women, activating nursling
treatment and counselling houses, and conducting eye, ear, body and mental treatments in schools. An
interesting prohibition reflected to that period’s resources is the recalling of the book titled “What Has
to be Done for not Being Pregnant?” (cited from Prime Ministry Republic Archive, Cakmak, 2007, p. 40).

A series of improvements were made through local governments and municipalities laws approved
in the years of 1929 and 1930 for the purpose of supporting all these practices. (Karaca Bozkurt, 2011, p.
66-67). In this context, it was demanded to realize a range of practices such as establishing municipality
and local government hospitals and providing free healthcare services and medicines for the poor (cited
from Prime Ministry Republic Archive, Cakmak, 2007, p. 40).

In the relevant articles of 24.04.1930 dated and 1489 No.  official gazette, it is seen that there are
works about the decisions generally towards healthcare, pandemics, protection of children and youth,
and supplying milk to the citizens. State subsidies for women who have six or more children and giving
medal instead of subsidy for those who want are also among the offers towards the people. Among
other details of the relevant official gazette, there are some other warnings such as such as enabling
cautions against child deaths, giving some duties to municipalities including opening milk wards,
protecting public health, opening maternity wards, conducting medical examinations of men and
women before marriages, necessitating those who will be wet-nurse to certificate their health
condition. Besides, in the law articles of relevant gazette, putting metruk, namely abandoned children
under the guarantee of municipalities or village councils are among the protective cautions. Again,
establishment of nursling treatment and counselling houses by the municipalities in neighborhoods with
a population over ten thousand is another improving step. It was added an article of it is established
“Milk Drop” in residential areas with a population over forty thousand. It is possible to evaluate these
facilities as a practice for nurslings to have an easy access to milk. Among all aforementioned
developments in Republican period pronatalist policies, endangering continuity and health of the race
was accepted as a crime (Dogan, 2011, p. 298).

The last striking detail among republican period pronatalist policies is the 1937 dated and 3253 No."
law on subventions and premiums for multi-child judges. According to this law, multi-child judges could
get subsidy based on Article 15 only if they provide various conditions. In the relevant law provision,
there are details about from which income groups the subventions for multi-child judges would be
provided. Children over 21 age are not taken into consideration in the details of the law.

Pronatalist Policies from Eyes of Newspapers

In this phase of the study, it will be conducted content analysis of the reports reflected to newspapers
about population policies. It can be commented that the newspapers which had the qualification of the

% https://www.mevzuat.gov.tr/MevzuatMetin/1.3.1593.pdf
™ https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/arsiv/1489.pdf
T https://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/arsiv/3643.pdf
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most influential communication tool of that period towards the existing population problem during the
postwar period have undertaken the mission of informing and directing the people. Not only the
country agenda but the world agenda has taken its place in the relevant pages of newspapers for the

5 Gocui( dogumu
ve“gg_fy_a mes’'elesi
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intended behavioral changes in target audience. While any special choice has not come into prominence
in newspaper selection, all reached newspaper reports about population were included the study. It is
also useful to add that the report contents and the presentation types are important in terms of
reflecting the mentality of that period. In a similar way, we can add that the factors such as news
language and titles’ presentation type were tried to be reflected with an analytical interpretation.

~

Vatan Hainleri
Cocuk diisiirten doktor ve
‘ebelere bu damga vurulmalidir

Umumi niifus sayimt gésteriyor ki, dogan
tocuklarin mithim bir kismu yasamuyor

Source: Hakikat Newspaper. November 16, 1940. ¥

In the newspaper report presented to readers with the main heading of “Traitors”, it is seen that a
reaction was given towards healthcare professionals who intervene child births and give medical
support to the women with miscarriage risk. It can be said that the increased number of stillbirths in
population censuses has created a rage in the newspapers of that period. Invalidating diplomas of
doctors and midwives who terminate pregnancies by declaring them as traitors and recording these
transactions on their medical licenses by defining their acts as treason are among interesting details of
the approach of this period. It was demanded to villainize the doctors to whom it was thought that they
conduct a disgraceful act by stigmatizing them, and to make them lose their reputations in the eyes of
the society. The aim in this newspaper report which begun with the claim that the doctors and midwives
have violated a socially accepted normal (births must be delivered in any case), is to avoid the
contribution of healthcare professionals who have the same mind to conduct this transaction although
there is demand. It is also a prominent request from the doctors who were blamed as traitors and were
threatened with having a discriminative stamp to participate in the practices towards not reducing but
increasing the population. In this sense, establishing social welfare organizations, building miisavere
(counselling) houses, opening polyclinics, activating birth and mother houses, establishing
kindergartens, children’s playgrounds and children hospitals, opening preventoriums and dedicating full-
fledged healthcare centers to the people are prominent suggestions. On the other hand, the newspaper
expresses an objection towards giving budget stringency as an excuse for such a subject by force of the

i Access address:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/hakikat//hakikat 1940/hakikat 1940 ikincitesrin /hakika
t 1940 ikincitesrin 16 .pdf
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conditions of that period. The newspaper which by considering the assumption that the process will
begin with a child tax taken from the people, advocates that all necessary steps will be taken with the
people’s support.

Source: Cumhuriyet Newspaper, April 25,1929.8§

The relevant newspaper report including implications about the inside of the population and birth
affair is based on an analysis through comparing two countries. The newspaper which reports the
population reduction in France as “France loses a battle every single day”, evaluates the population
problem through survival. It is alleged that the countries with a slow population increase are dying
slowly, and the possible conclusion of this situation is being invaded and being colonized. The argument
of that the countries can be lasting and powerful and can satisfy their need for security only through the
existence of a powerful population is highlighted with numbers. Again, it is expressed that the countries
with a reasonable population increase level will have a status by which they have everything and
possess power in future’s world.

f— TTTMYTONI unutmaysmz, ,

* Dogum artirma igi
¥ Bekarhk _diigmanhg:

Source: Cumhuriyet Newspaper, April 27, 1929. ***

The relevant newspaper report which begins from the relation between birth and singleness treats
an interesting argument through hostility towards singleness. In this news written in 1929, the
population issue has been based on the main theme of “national greatness and national power”. The
newspaper article which points out the necessity for being married and multi-child, divorce is presented
as a significant social problem. Family structure and family discipline infused to individuals is suggested
as the main solution point. On the other hand, it is considered that the institution of marriage will be
paid regard through the intervention of sanction power of laws. In the details of the report, researching
on diseases such as pox, gonorrhea and tuberculosis in marriages are discussed as an additional caution.
Later on the report which strengthens its arguments with examples from the world, it is included
interesting practices from Vienne. It is considered that the people’s beliefs towards the institution of
marriage will be consolidated by treating the “marriage consultation rooms” operating in Vienne by
necessary propaganda.

The hostility towards singleness which reflects to the title is the benchmark of the article. If a direct
qguote should be done from the article, singleness is conceptualized as “a cult with increasing disciples,
a sect with annually increasing members”. In the manner of completing this evaluation, the singles is
also the equivalent of a menace expressed as a “singleness pandemic” by this period. In other words,
singleness is a disease or a health problem which has to be recovered. Again, singleness is a material
condition experienced by people on the verge of unhappiness, purposelessness and disaster. So, the
singles are put forward as “fugitives of hearth and home” as a group who does not fulfill their duty

3 Access address:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/cumhurivet//cumhuriyet 1929/cumhuriyet 1929 nisa
n_/cumhuriyet 1929 nisan 25 .pdf

*%

* Access address:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/cumhuriyet//cumhuriyet 1929/cumhuriyet 1929 nisan
/cumhuriyet 1929 nisan 27 .pdf
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towards the homeland. It can be said as a total of all these expressions that we can assume that a
serious sense of hostility was directed against the singles within the general environment of that period.

While the singles are placed into rage and hostile feelings, the individuals chosen marriage embodies
as the nameless heroes of the period. Multi-child individuals who have fulfilled the responsibility of “life
and blood sacrifice” are presented as heroes minded the interests of the homeland as “one each guard
and social outcast”. The marriage depression which is remarkable between the lines can be considered
as the main source of the negative perception against the singles. The article which defines dilemmas
experienced about marriage as a depression gives place to the details of the subject by reminding the
responsibilities for protection to many institutions. Namely, it is alleged that the laws and the judges are
not roughing up enough to those who had miscarriage in a place where children lose their lives because
of being neglected and unprotected. It is pointed out the consideration of that those who end the
existence of a child on purpose should not go unpunished in a period when the child is quite valuable
and necessary. As a complementary of the subject, the example of that multi-child families cannot find
rental apartments in daily life is presented to the reader as a criticism towards the social dimension of
the subject.

Finally, all these data naturally trigger a crisis in the institution of marriage. The fact that multi-child
families begin to query their decisions is a serious crisis which will be faced in an important problem.
The observations of them men and the women specific to the family also lead a perception of that the
sacrifice displayed was unreciprocated. According to the newspaper, this psychology leads the society
up to query the marriage itself. Finally, the author of this article demands as a solution to make the
sense of hostility against the singles permanent, to put deterrent sanctions towards protecting marriage
by laws and governments and introduce special laws, forcing people to marry at their 30 and to have at
least three children at their 40 if they do not have any health problem, and to provide married and
multi-child people a series of advantages such as having more than one right to vote in homeland
affairs.

Tarkiyenin niifusu
cogalmal...

Source: Acik S6z Newspaper, July 1, 1936. T11

In 1936 dated report in Homeland Affairs column of A¢cik S6z Newspaper, it was written an article
about population policies. The author who begins the article by looking at the concept of “Population
Politics” interrogates the relation between population and power by centering on relevant numbers.
Namely, in the article based on the examples of Italy, Russia and the Soviet Union, there is a directly
proportional relation between population and being powerful. In other words, the more the population
increases the more the countries’ power increases in all aspects. It is alleged that the populations of the
aforementioned countries is crowded in proportion to their territories, and its possible consequence is
to perpetuate their invincibility and solidness features. For the newspaper, the countries which have this
aforementioned power always end up a winner from their colonization activities. Those with a firm and
mature population have proceeded on their own way by having a political and geographical gain. The
main arguments led the population politics are to increase births, to reduce deaths and to strengthen
the migrant politics. It will be derived power through population with cautions in homeland and abroad.
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It is called for a struggle against the act of miscarriage in the relevant article presented to the reader
with the main title of a social trouble. In this article written by a doctor in 1934, it is emphasized the
negativities of miscarriages on the social level. For the writer, the society will be on the edge of a moral
corruption because of both the women who had miscarriage and those who tolerate this choice. Also,
this development will finally open the door for a problem of the all-over corruption of the society. In the
article, it is given place to some assumptions which reflect the viewpoint towards the children between
the lines. Namely, according to the writer, the assumptions such as “A child does not belong to those
who raised her, but to the homeland” and “the aim of the worldly existence of woman is to raise
children” naturally creates a struggle arena. If we put it in a different way, the women who had
miscarriage are insensitive to homeland affairs, and they do not fulfill their duty in some way. Besides,
those women and those who tolerate this practice are also forgetting their essential duty — woman is
obliged to give birth to children. It can be said that the child affair is presented as a humanitarian and
national obligation. Miscarriage is a murder for the women who violate this obligation, and it is
necessary to be taken all kinds of cautions in this issue. The women who have given birth a child are
defined as “sweet mama”. A child, as such, has a mission like “a garland of happiness”. In sum, it can be
said that each girl is a mother-to-be and each boy is a father-to-be, and these roles are also a kind of
debt which should be paid to the homeland and the humanity.

Evlilikte saadet regetesi

Tek coctk yapmanin
bicok maharlan vard

Neslmizi gizellegimek ign
nelere hag vurmahy ?

Source: Aksam Newspaper, February 9, 1937. §§§
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1937 dated newspaper report evaluates the child problem based on marriage and generation.
Children are both presented as the receipt for happiness in marriage and seen as a key for beautifying

e
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and improving the generation. In the article which is seen that it is a product of a keen author, it has
been brought forward different suggestions in addition to the general acceptations of the period.
Namely, it is advocated that giving birth to a child will not realize with a random decision, but a planned
and systematical preparation. It is suggested that the mothers and fathers must have a significant
conscious of planning from the number of children to age difference, even to planning the season of
giving birth. Because each child will be a part of the homeland, they must be raised in proper conditions
and within a good sense of manners. For the writer, a single child will be raised badly. The possibility for
the single child to be spoiled is a state contrary to the ideal of mature generation. In this sense, giving
birth to at least three children within this state of consciousness is an idealized situation for couples.

The main focal point of the article is that quality is as important as quantity in raising children. Later
on, the author shares the observation of that the women and the men have gotten ugly in the postwar
period. The solution of this uglification condition is that the children should pass a mentally and
materially good care process. And this child manners, contrary to what is believed, is a process
beginning not from two or three ages but from the birth of the child. Many details from child’s nutrition
to sleep, and to doing her/his cleaning in an orderly fashion are among the steps must be taken for
beautifying the generation.

According to the writer, contrary to the popular belief, fatty children are an indicator not of
healthiness but of unhelathiness. In the children in this group, there exists a prominent health problem
in the form of water and fat fattiness. And it is necessary for the parent to get rid of this wrong
judgement immediately. It must be taken all kinds of steps towards telling the society continuously and
regularly the principle of “fatty children are not healthy children”. For the writer who links the issue of
child raising to the orderliness in the institution of marriage, marriage age also have a critical
importance. Namely, the writer argues that the woman grow old earlier than the man, and that it should
be at least 10 years age difference between the man and the woman. It is needed the healing power of
this age difference for the equalization of two genders in various ways. On the other hand, due to the
thought of “a two-room home is like a palace”, it is put forward that married couples must live
separately. The scarcity of buildings in which married couples can live separately in Istanbul is also
presented as a social problem in the report.

Niifus meselesi

Cocuk bakim:

—————————— |
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vetin, gevkel ve azamelivin
devam); komgulanmin tecavil
tinden emin olarak her sa-
hada terakki va iokigaf mez-|,
hariyeti igin, hergeyden evvel|,
oiifusunu arttirmiya galigmak-||
tadir. i

Source: izmir Postasi, November 11, 1934, ****

izmir Postasi newspaper discusses the subject of population in its 1934 dated article in parallel with
the purpose of rebuilding the country. Carrying the human source to a certain edge in terms of both
quantity and quality has a vital importance. In a sense, the liberation receipt of the country will be
shaped in accordance with the decisions taken in this field. Namely, for the writer, in case of not taking
the necessary steps about population, it will be aroused weaknesses in cultivating and finding science
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and art experts. In an era in which human resource is not elaborated and not cultivated in conformity
with the new era, the country will inevitably come from behind. In a place with an inadequate human
source, it will be aroused other problems also about cultivation and fertilization of lands. This situation
will finally lead to a much bigger homeland problem such as being open to invasion. According to the
report, the countries which make use of its human source and solve the quantity and quality problem
about population will aspire to the territories and sources of the countries which experience this
weakness. And finally, it will be inescapable for those countries to fall their underground and above-
ground sources under the service of other countries.

According to the newspaper which further links the relevant issue with the invasion of the country, it
should be initiated solutions such as shortening military service, making deductions in taxes, exempting
multi-child families from certain taxes, and yet awarding families in this group. On the other hand, it
should be reduced the prizes of basic needs and taken care of needy-indigent social sectors.

Annually increasing course of child deaths draws the attentions towards this field. Because according
to the newspaper, the aforementioned cautions will be more meaningful along with the reduction in
child birth rates. At this very point, the Republican period project of raising sturdy children is an
alternate campaign targeted the people against the aforementioned birth rates. Here, it is useful to
remind a point. This project does not aim only featuring healthy children by drawing attention to death
rates. In addition to this, this project can be considered as the project of making permanent the abilities
which will make the Republican regime survive. In other words, “it focuses to a target such as featuring
citizens who will make the Republic meaningful politically” (Cilgin; 2004, p: 98). It is also seen that some
competitions were organized for this purpose.

I ~
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The newspaper refers to how the struggle against child death should be, and presents a large list to
its readers. Let’s present the list directly:

Propaganda

Visitant nurses organization

Maternity wards

Milk wards and milk disinfection centers
Baby nurseries

Nursling hospitals

Children hospitals

Dispensaries

Pregnancy and child care counselling wards
Immobile and mobile child care centers
Children colonies

Children sanitariums

VVVVVVVVVVYYVYY

When the periodic conditions of the country are considered, it can be said that economic sources
will not be sufficient for these solutions. The author, who is aware of this fact, adds also a short list of
what can the Republic of Turkey can do in its own conditions to the article. In this sense, propaganda,
benefiting from the existing elements, and establishing new organizations can be considered in terms of
short term solutions. Let’s present a short review of the author’s arguments:

As part of propaganda, general principles of child care must be spread to the people like religious
principles, and they must be adopted by the people. All the newspapers must support by giving place to
the works of relevant institutions in spreading this information. Again, it must be hasten the works of
popularizing the brochures written in people’s language about pregnancy and children. It will be useful
to activate programs during which working groups including village teachers and imams [religion
officials] give various advices to the people. Additionally, organizing conferences on children week,
distributing brochures to the espouser couples in marriage ceremonies as a warning, and involving
nurses in the works on child care are listed among the services which will be given to the people.

As part of benefiting from the existing elements, it is expected that the municipalities and local
governments should support the society for the protection of children, the local governors should
benefit from all organizations about this issue, and the municipalities and relevant departments should
make a contribution to this process with their budgets, doctors and vaccinators. Under the healthcare
and social aid criterion, it is expected that;

e Health principles and hospital head doctors should conduct researches
about the reasons of child deaths,
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o |t should be established an organization of struggle against malaria, pox and
trachoma, and be realized courses on this subject,

e General dispensaries of Ministry of Health should participate these works,

e |t should be given training to health officers, and be added courses to health
officer program on this subject.

In terms of establishing new organizations, the author points out the ignorance about child care,
brings a suggestion to raise child nurses through opening short term schools. It is alleged that these
schools will be functional in terms of both applying treatments and giving advices to the people. On the
other hand, it is underlined that it will be proceeded more practically by activating a kind of mobile
pharmacy system involving doctors and child care specialist nurses.

Estonya

Evienmek ve cocuk
'Yapmak mecburi
Olan memleket
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Source: Actk S6z Newspaper, February 1, 1937. $11%

The fact that human source has become an important variable in periods of pandemics and
economic depressions, enables some interesting as well as coercive cautions. A¢tk S6z newspaper which
gives place to an unusual report about Estonia’s population politics, shares the story of a couple who are
brought into court on the grounds that familial commitment and the social state of women reflected to
the court records. The aforementioned couple was sued for they did not have a child and were put on a
detailed trial. Namely, the couple was tried before the judge by a group including ordinary citizens,
scientists, specialists and doctors. While scientists make analyses about the social dimension of the
subject, the specialists have participated in the court with their observations about the lifestyle of the
couple. And the doctors have played their role with their evaluations on whether the couple with no
children has any health problem. As a result of the trial, the court has punished the woman by with a
penalty of six-month imprisonment on grounds of her preference for her beauty to having children,
pleasure and wasting money. In addition to this, it is seen that an additional caution was taken as giving
birth to a child as soon as possible after the end of the sentence. It is seen that some coercive cautions
were taken for increasing the population in Estonia. Marrying is obligatory for the municipality and state
officials with an adequate welfare. On the other hand, assigning retirement payments to multi-child
families, transferring the castrating law from Germany, sentencing the men who cannot care for their
legitimate and illegitimate children to six-month imprisonment are other prominent practices in
Estonian population politics. Finally, a notification on that a woman with 18 children was given a winner
prize is presented as a complementary part of the subject.
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It is given details of the prevailing practice in Hitler Germany about that the women must have at
least four children in the country. The women in this group are awarded a decoration indicating an
“honor cross”. It is also seen that a practice named “German Mother’s Day’ was realized for
institutionalizing this development by the society. The newspaper report which is based on three million
German women will receive this decoration, reminds that the women will have an honorable position
and a preferential right to enter public places. As such, all these rights will carry the women with four
children to a privileged position in the eyes of the society.

Cok cocuklu analara
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Source: Aksam Newspaper, February 8, 1935, *****

In the 1935 dated newspaper report, there are details of a practice towards the motherhood roles of
multi-child mothers. According to this, it will be given to the women who have more than one child a
premium under the name of “fazilet miikdfati” [“merit prize”]. Merit corresponds to a sum of different
qualities such as high morality, integrity, good habits and making right choices. When the hostile senses
towards the singles and the severe thoughts about unmarried people are considered, it is considered
that the women who commend more than one child to the homeland in the institution of marriage have
the merit about the right and the expected. It is planned to pay 25 liras for each child as part of this
premium. In case of having more than 12 children, it will be deposited five thousand liras to the bank for
each child. Merit prize is not valid for the children over 20 age and the dead children. If the mother who
won this prize is dead, this payment will be deposited to the father’s account. In case of the death of the
father, the payment will be deposited to the Red Crescent or the Society for the Protection of Children
on the condition that the child’s right is reserved, and then it will be transferred to the child’s account.
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Choosing important symbolic dates (such as August 30, liberation of Edirne) of the young Republic of
Turkey for the prize takes a part in the report narrative.

Cok cocuklu
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Source: Aksam Newspaper, January 24, 1936. 11111

It was realized similar practices for the civil servant families worked in the state apparatus. The
project of giving both premium and medal to civil servant families with six or more children is given a
place between the lines of the relevant report. It can be said that depositing 50 liras to the accounts of
civil servants with five children was become official according to the planning arranged in compliance
with 156th article of the Sanitation Law.
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Singleness tax and the discussions through this tax are among the most interesting issues of this
period. It seen that there are numerous discussions about realizing this tax.

Source: Cumhuriyet Newspaper, March 19, 1929, *****x*

The singleness tax includes not only the men but also the women working in state offices. According
to the bill of law presented to the Parliament, this tax is planned for the men between 25-40 ages and
the women between 25-35 ages. The men will pay a part of land and road taxes as singleness tax to the
state. Widows will be responsible from this tax if they have no children. The citizens with any physical
handicap are also among the groups exempted from the tax within the scope of this tax. The usage of
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the collected singleness tax is considered as a premium according to the law. Namely, it is foreseen to
transfer twenty percent of the collected tax to the fathers with more than five children. In this sense, it
can be said that the state has been classifying its citizens as those with children and those without
children. The families and especially the women who have given birth to children for the homeland are
seen value as the eligible citizens of the state.

L R - - N A . TaEnTLe

Bekarlik ver

gisi kanunu
Yakinda Meclise

verliyor

Source: Yenigtin Newspaper, April 5, 1941. T1111#

It is given a series of details about the code of practice of the singleness law in another newspaper
report. Namely, the men completed their military service and the women over 17 years old are within
the scope of the law. Marriage age is extended to 45 years old. The law exempts the women and the
men who are over 45 years old but schooled as an exceptional rule. It will be collected ten percent of
the income tax on the basis of the annual income from those worked as principal or paid civil servant,
and the sectors worked as employees and casual workers. All this collected income will be transferred to
health and social aid associations. Finally, the villagers and those who are prohibited to marry by the
health commission are among the people exempted from the law.

Discussion and Conclusion

Pronatalist policies have strict and undisputable frames. It has general policies which prioritizes to
make everyone mother and father, and prioritizes the structure against the individual. It has also a
characteristic which forces the woman and the man for stepping out of their intended acts with strict
rules. And these policies attract supporters in many different geographies of the world. It is an idea
power advocated vigorously by the governments or the regimes rather than being extraordinary
opinions of a small, minority group.

Pronatalist policies are also the name of a mission which cultivates and completes the politics in
various ways. The political powers have been making their development plans on the basis of humanity
in hard times of the world — such as wars, pandemics, depressions. In this sense, human is usually
codified as the strongest locomotive of development. Human has a motivating aspect in the
continuation of the lineage and proceeding of the nation confidently on its way.

The quite supreme duty like the continuation of generation of the human seems like it will never
end. Yet it is seen that the state has been preserving its vitality from the beginning of life. Then, why
should the generation continue? Different disciplines will answer this question in their own ways. We
can say specific to our study briefly and straightly that there are concerns about that biological losses
will trigger losses in various —social, cultural, political and economic— fields. The quantity and quality of
human is two magical concepts in terms of the stability of generation. In other words, an increase in
humans will affect the form of the generation as much as the care, education and quality of these
increased humans. For this reason, it is expected the molding of the reproduction ability of human to a

T Access address:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/yenigun/yenigun 1941/yenigun 1941 nisan /yenigun 1
941 nisan 5 .pdf
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certain pattern with the expression of mature and qualified generation. In this stage, the main target is
the direction and framing of the organization and the activities of that massive crowd named
generation.

The ability of human to actively maintain its existence is actually the crux of this thing. The word of
activeness involves the reflexes of serving the state and naturally the whole society in itself. Science, art,
economy and all variables of being a nation depends on the qualitative as well as quantitative survival
abilities of the human. Transformation of the immanent power of human into the benefit of society with
energy necessitates a great effort from the care for population to its education. The
communities/societies that have this energy are powerful, vital and their adaptation abilities are
superior. Such that they have defense mechanisms they formed in their way against strikes from the
outside. A deformation in human source will fall the population in various threats.

As long as structures or societies do not renovate themselves and create their own synergy, they
always feel the risks at their elbow. This very state of fear or discontent keeps the effort on how the
humans will be treated alive. This question is important, because the structures corroded or eroded
with various reasons will bear the risk of nonfunctioning or corruption. Namely, the biological death of
societies will trigger various deaths. Finally, various emotional states such as annihilation, vanishing,
being invaded will chase them.

In this sense, family and marriage in general and children in particular are an important building
stone in states’ planning towards the future. Codification of the road to the child with family and the
institution of marriage always intersect these three mechanisms. Singles that are a sector out of this
formula are ignored in some way by keeping out of this equation. The hostility towards singleness, the
metaphors of singleness pandemic, cult and sect, the embodiment of singleness as a prelude to
unhappiness and fatality is not a result of a coincidence. It is a clue of thoughts cumulated in a group of
women and men of a view towards that period’s child politics. It has been following the method of
linking this thought to a duty for avoiding the bringing the ideas of marriage and child into discussion. At
this very point, the singles are presented as an extraordinary group which is seen as a threat against
homeland within the borders of the homeland, and endanger the family continuity and security. The
initiations towards conducting many parliamentary works for collecting tax from the singles and
circulating disincentives against singleness with unofficial methods are no doubt an initiative that meets
this expectation in the society.

There is a relation established between the population and the different fractions of power. These
power fields —such as political, military, economic— will weaken in the field where the population is
weakened. Population which is the magical key of development is also the driving force of a dynamic
state and society. There are many things that should be written in the qualitative narrative of the
individual who is reproduced quantitatively within a certain plan. First of all, all kinds of improving
caution for raising qualified children. The arrangements about healthcare are reducing deaths, easing
the access to milk, building an order in which the children are not unprotected, activating institutions
participating different development areas of the children. For this order which will be the product of
long time works, controlling the family which is among the institutions of the society is an important
problem. Then, all these efforts will only be meaningful through controlling the family and the women.
For this very reason, the women are awarded via various campaigns, and this privileged roles of the
women is declared to all the world in the dates corresponded the important days of the regime. Because
the way of protecting the child is through protecting the women. For this very reason, the belief towards
marriage must be strong more than ever. Again for this reason, the singles are treated as rebels who do
not fulfill their duties for their homeland because of that they are perceived as a threat against this
belief. The request for that married people who are considered as the heroes of the society should have
the right to have more than one vote is the extension of the same thought.

All these expectations are important in terms of the continuity of the race. As mentioned in the
previous paragraphs, putting the continuity of rage in risk is a crime. It is inevitable for the people who
have even the smallest contribution of the creation of this risk to be stigmatized as traitor — that there
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are details towards healthcare employees in the reports. Because the population is the only way of the
country as the only reflection of national greatness and national strength. For this reason, all people
who had miscarriage and who mentally cannot say no against this are within the circle of treason. All
children whose life is ended belong to the homeland, and the only duty of women is to raise children.

In this study, all rules within the scope of the “Directive on Scientific Research and Publication Ethics
of Higher Education Institutions” were followed. None of the actions mentioned under the heading
“Actions Contrary to Scientific Research and Publication Ethics”, which is the second part of the
directive, have been carried out.
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Tiirkge Siirimui

Giris

Bodin 16. Yiizyilin diinyasinda “insan olmadik¢a ne zenginlik ne de gli¢ vardir” " tezini savunarak
yerylziiniin insasinda insan faktorini merkeze koymaktadir. Bu tezi énemsiyoruz zira tarihin bize
biraktigi pek ¢ok hikayede, niifus politikalarinin izlerini gériiyoruz. Niifusun geng ve dinamik olmasi istegi
ve 6zlemi, 6zellikle de biliylik buhranlarin yasandigr zamanlarin en énemli devlet politikasi olarak one
cikmaktadir. Nifusun geng bir yapiya sahip olmasi, toplumlarin yenilenme ihtiyacinin en biyiik ilac
olarak da dusunilebilir. Benzer sekilde degisimin yarattigi sancilar iginde toplumlarin yeniliklere agik
olma ve bunlara uyum saglamada, gen¢ ve dinamik nifuslar bir lokomotif etkisi gormektedir. Bu etki
Uretici niifusun da kendini sekillendirmesi anlaminda gizil bir éneme sahiptir ayni zamanda. Ote yandan
nifus ve ekonomi arasindaki uyumun saglanmasi ile esgidimli politikalarin ortaya cikmasinda, bu
durum belirleyici olacaktir siiphesiz Ulkelerin gerek toplum gerekse aile dzelinde biiyiik ve kalabalik olma
psikolojisinin bu istekte etkili oldugu varsayimini da dillendirebiliriz.

Geng Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti de savastan ciktigi yillarda benzer bir ¢6zim arayisi iginde idi. Yikic
savaslardan cikan, toprak kayiplari yasayan ve pesi sira salgin hastaliklarin pengesine diisen bir {ilkenin
insan kaynaginda da ciddi kayiplar oldugu tahmin edilebilir. Bitiin bu kayiplar ile eksilerek hayata devam
eden toplumun, diinyanin ritmine, toparlanarak devam etmesi kaginilmazdir. icinde bulundugu
donemde ihtiya¢ duyulan en biyik glicin insan kaynagi oldugunun farkinda olan dénemin siyasileri, her
firsatta nufus politikalari ile yarali Tirk toplumunun yeniden iyilesmesi ve giiclenmesi icin farkli arayislar
icine girmistir.

Nifus politikalarina yonelik var olan kayit ve belgeleri toplama istegi belgesel tarama yontemini
kullanmayi gerekli kilmistir. istanbul iiniversitesinin****** 1929 ve 1940'li yillara ait gazetelerin arsivlerini
erisime agmasi bu yontemi kullanmak agisindan kolaylastirici bir etki yaratmistir. Calisma dénemin
pronatalist (nlifus artirma) politikalarinin gazetelere yansiyan detaylarina odaklanmaktadir. D&nemin
var olan belgeleri olarak gazete haberleri birer veri olarak kabul edilerek hedeflenen olgunun (nifus
politikalari) icerik analizi yapilmistir. Calismanin veri toplama ve analiz gibi asamalarinda hakkaniyetli
cikarimlar yapmak igin, farkh yayin cizgisinde olan biitlin gazeteler incelemeye tabi tutulmustur.

Yontem

Belgesel tarama ya da farkl bir isimlendirme ile dokiiman analizi ¢alismanin ana yéntemidir. Wach’a
gore (Kiral, 2020’de belirtildigi tizere) dokiiman analizi yazili belgelerin igeriginin sistematik ele alisina
dayanan nitel bir arastirma yontemidir. Forster ise (Yildirm & Simsek, 2016’da belirtildigi Uzere)
dokiiman analizini dokiimana ulagsma, orijinalligini kontrol etme, dokiimani anlama, veriyi analiz etme ve
veriyi kullanmak seklinde formiillestirmektedir. Bu ele alisa sadik kalarak, calismada dokimanin
orijinalligini okuyucuya sunma adina gazete haberlerinin basliklarina yer verilmistir. Calisma dénem
gazetelerine yansiyan haberlerin bir dokiimini yapip, icerige iliskin bir seyler sdyleme istegine bagl
olarak olusmustur. Bu anlamda dokiiman analizi ile toplanan veriler icerik analizi ile yorumlanmis olup,
dénemin gazetelerinde konunun ele alis tarzi irdelenmistir. icerik analizi dokiiman analizi ve gdzlemlerin
kesisim noktasina vurgu yapar (Prasad,2008,s: 1). Bu anlamda analizi yapilacak olan verinin (gazete
haberlerinin) belli konu basliklari ile baglantisi kurularak, bir nevi ikinci okumasi yapilacaktir. Calisma
istanbul (niversitesi tarafindan yakin zamanda cumhuriyet déneminde faaliyet gdsteren gazetelerin
erisime acilmasi ile sekillenmistir. istanbul Universitesinin internet sayfasinda 48 gazete erisime acilmis
olup, calismada 11 gazeteye yer verilmistir. Calisma kapsaminda Agik S6z, Aksam, En Son Havadis, Halkin
Dili, Hakkin Sesi, Hakimiyeti Milliye, izmir Postasi, Yenigiin, Hakikat, Yarin ve Cumhuriyet gazeteleri

HHH https://cdn-acikogretim.istanbul.edu.tr/auzefcontent/20_21_Guz/nufus_ve_toplum/3/index.html
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tarama kapsamina alinmistir. Adi gegen gazeteler icinde Cumhuriyet gazetesi haric diger gazeteler 1929-
1940 yillar arasinda baski ¢ikarmistir. Cumhuriyet gazetesi ise 1929 ve 1947 yillari arasinda yayin
yapmistir. Calismayi sinirlama zorunlulugu nedeniyle Cumhuriyet gazetesinin de 1929 ve 1940 yillar
arasinda yer alan baskilarina galismada yer verilmistir. Toplamda taranan 11 gazetede 4071 sayinin
birebir incelemesi yapilmistir. Makalenin sinirlari dikkate alindiginda veri akisinin en fazla oldugu gazete
yazilart ¢alhismanin kapsamina dahil edilmistir. Ulasilan dokiimanlar c¢esitli basliklar altinda (nifus
politikalari, yoksulluk, sanat, kent, saglk, egitim, moda, adalet) kodlanmistir. Butlin bu basliklarin her
biri ayri bir ¢alismaya konu olacak bir zenginlige sahiptir. Konuyu sinirlama ve veriyi daha detayl
inceleme istegi ¢alismanin tek bir tema etrafinda ¢eperlenmesi gibi bir sonucu da dogurmustur
denilebilir. Bu anlamda ¢alismada ¢ocuk ve niifus politikalari bir tema kabul edilmis olup bahsi gegen
gazetelerde sadece bu temaya sayfasinda yer veren haberler ¢alismaya tasinmistir.

Pronatalist Politikalar

Guriz (1975, s. 9) nifus politikalarini organize devlet hayatinin varligina kadar goétirmektedir. Bu
anlamda devlet ve niifus politikalari arasinda dogrudan bir iliskinin varligindan séz edilebilir. Pronatalist
politikalar en yalin hali ile aileyi merkeze alarak liremeyi tesvik eden (Salman Yikmis, 2018, s: 86) bir
mantiga sahiptir. Bu politikalar nifusun tamamini veya bir kismini Gremeye yénlendiren politik, ideolojik
ve kulturel fikir ve pratikleri (Brown & Ferree, 2005,s. 8) icermektedir. Eski Yunan ve Roma gibi tarihin
bilinen toplumlarinda bahsi gecen bu iliskinin detaylarini gormek miumkindir. Soyle ki Eski Yunan’da
nifus artirma politikalari savaslarda kaybedilen insan nifusuna yonelik bir telafi olarak diisintlmustir.
Bu nedenle evlenme mecburiyeti ve ¢ok ¢ocuklu olanlara bir dizi ayricaligin taninmasi (Oktay, 2013, s.
33) gibi uygulamalar ile bu politikalar halk nezdinde mesrulastiriimaya calisiimistir. Benzer sekilde
Roma’da da c¢ocuk yetistirmek bir kamu hizmeti sayilarak kisir ve bekarlar igin caydirici kanunlar
cikariimig olup veraset diizeni evlilik iliskisi icinde bulunanlar koruyacak bigimde olusturulmustur (Oktay,
2013, s: 33). Platon ve Aristo’nun konuya iliskin distincelerinde ise niifus ve askeri gli¢ arasinda kurulan
iliskinin varhgi (Semiz, 2010, s. 46) dikkat cekmektedir.

Tarih boyunca sosyal, kiiltlirel ya da ekonomik nedenler ile bulunduklari topraklardan hareketlenen
insanlarin, mobilize hayatina yén veren pek ¢ok neden bulunmaktadir. ilk olarak denilebilir ki niifus
askeri, ekonomik ve siyasi kudretin bir yansimasidir (Oktay, 2013, s. 34, Ozdemir, 2017, s. 68, Dogan,
2011, s. 299). Soyle ki dogumlarda yasanan azlik yaslanma ile birlikte nifusun dinamizmini asagi
cekecek, is glicii orani azalacak ve dolayisiyla iilkenin gelecegi riske girecektir (Oktay, 2013, s. 34) tezi
dillendirilebilir. Ote yandan uzun siiren savaslar, saglik hizmetlerinde yasanan olumsuzluklar, kéti
beslenme ve dogum oranlarindaki belirgin diisiis (Semiz, 2010, s. 428), salgin hastaliklar (Oktay, 2013,
s. 32) ve dis gocler (Bektas & Ates, 2018, s. 487, Baytal, 2009, s. 118), toprak kayiplari, kithk, saghk
hizmetlerindeki yetersizlikler (Gokburun, 2020, s. 8) bu politikalarin tetikleyici nedenlerindendir. Biitlin
bu degiskenlerin bir toplami olarak denilebilir ki sanayilesmenin gerceklesmedigi ve ekonominin tarima
dayal oldugu tlkelerde nufus kalkinmanin sihirli bir anahtaridir (Demir, 2016, s. 46). Benzer sekilde
tarima dayal ge¢imin oldugu dénemlerde yeni dogumlar aile devamliligi, Gretim, aile glvenligi (Semiz,
2010, s. 426) ve evlenmeme, bosanma ve gocuk sahibi olma gibi medeni durum halleri (Dogan, 2011, s.
294-296) igin niifus politikalari mevcut ihtiyaglarin bir ¢6zimi olarak distintlmustiir. Ayrica farkh bir
detay olarak sagliksiz diisiiklerin ¢ok yaygin olarak yapilmasi ve bunun anne 6limlerine yansiyan sonucu
da niifus politikalarina yén veren bir diger etkendir (Fisek, 1998). Ozellikle de savaslar pronatalist
politikalarin belki de en 6nemli tetikleyici nedeni olarak gosterilebilir. Soyle ki savaslarda verilen kayiplar
ve savasin dinamik bir kitleye ihtiya¢c duymasi, insan sermayesinin gerekliligini aciga ¢ikarmaktadir.
Hatirlatmak gerekir ise Birinci diinya savasi doneminde Fransa Almanlara karsi basarili olmanin
¢6zUmund niifus artisi tezine dayandirmaktadir” (Semiz, 2010, s. 428).

izlenen niifus politikalarini dis diinyadaki gelismelerden bagimsiz degerlendiremeyiz. Dénemin dis
politikasinda yasanan gelismeler icerde bu politikalarin ylritilmesini zorunlu kilmistir denilebilir. Soyle
ki Duman’a gére (2008) Avrupa’da somiurgecilik hala gicli bir etkiye sahipti. Ve savastan cikan geng
Cumbhuriyet icin Anadolu’nun hala bir Tlrk yurdu olmadigi tezi de gigli bir sekilde isleniyordu. Ve bu
teze ek olarak gen¢ cumhuriyetin ¢ok az bir niifusa sahip oldugu duslinceleri de 6zellikle yayihyordu.
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Atatlirk’lin birgok sdylevinde bireylerin yetenekli bir sekilde yetistirilmesi goriisiinii 6n plana ¢ikararak
buyik millet olmanin ipuglarini vermesi (Guriz, 1975 & Oktay,2013, s. 36) dis diinyada izlenen olumsuz
siyasete yonelik icerde alinmak istenen tedbirlerin bir belgesi olarak gorulebilir.

Cumbhuriyet Donemi Pronatalist Politikalari

Cumbhuriyet dénemi niifus politikasinda italya érneginin referans alindig goriilmektedir (Oktay, 2013,
s. 37). Soyle ki italya’da alinan tedbirler 6rnek alinarak azami dogum-asgari 6lim ilkesi ile dogumlarin
artirilmasi, evliligin tesvik edilmesi, dogumlari azaltici séylemlere yasak getirilmesi (Ozberk, 2003, s. 74)
dénemin 6rnek uygulamalari arasindadir.

Cumbhuriyet dénemi nufus politikalari igcinde dne gikan en dikkat gekici uygulama bekarlardan alinan
vergilerdir. Ozer’e gére (2013, s. 175) Canik milletvekili Hamdi bey tarafindan 1920 yilinin ekim ayinda ilk
kanun teklifi verilmistir. Bu kanun kapsaminda 20 yasina gelip evlenmeyen ve esinden bosanan
erkeklerin devlete vergi vermesi éngériliiyordu. ilk kanun teklifi kabul gdrmemesine ragmen sonraki
yillarda bu uygulamada devletin israrci oldugu bilgisini verebiliriz. 1926 yilinda evlilik yas! icin de bir
diizenleme yapilmistir (Bektas & Ates, 2018, s. 488). Bu diizenleme kapsaminda erkekler icin 18 kadinlar
icin 17, evlilik yasi olarak belirlenmistir (Akin, 2007). Bekarlik vergisi ile ilgili 1929 yilinda ise -ki bu yillar
ekonomik buhran yillaridir- Yozgat vekili Sirri bey 25-45 yaslarinda tim bekar erkeklerden ve 20-35 yas
araliginda olan ve resmi bir dairede galisan bekar kadinlardan vergi talep edilmesi (Ozer, 2013, s. 177-
178, Semiz, 2010, s. 423-424) yoniinde bir kanun teklifi vermistir. 1938 yilinda yeni dizenleme ile
evlilik yasi erkekler icin 17’ye kadinlar icin de 15 yasa cekilmistir. Bu teklifin hayata gecirilmesine yonelik
pek cok girisim olmasina ragmen tam olarak yasalasmamistir (Bektas & Ates, 2018, 2016, s. 487). Ancak
1949 yilinda Gelir Vergisi kanununun 90. Maddesi ile “bekarlik zammi” adi altinda yasalastigl (Semiz,
2010, s. 423-424 notunu dusebiliriz.

Cumbhuriyet déneminde niifus politikalarina yonelik diger bir adim ise “Cumhuriyetin ilanindan 3 yil
sonra kurulan merkezi istatistik dairesidir (Bektas & Ates, 2018, s. 488, Gokburun, 2020, s. 8-9). 1926
tarihinde kurulan istatistik kurumu belli bir zaman icinde gerceklesen dogumlar, evlilik, 6limler, gogler,
halkin ekonomik durumu ve halkin sagligina yonelik genel istatistikleri tespit etmekle yUkUmIUdUr*******
Donemin 6ne ¢ikan bir diger gelismesi ise 1926 tarihinde yurirlige giren 788 sayili Memurin Kanunu’dur
(Ozdemir, 2017, s. 69). Kanun kapsaminda bes yilini bitiren memurlarin bir gocugu yari icretle, dteki
cocuklari ise Ugte iki Ucretle yatih okula kabulleri 6n gorilmektedir. Memuriyette on yilini geride birakan
her memurun bir ¢ocugu parasiz, 6teki cocuklari ise yarim tcretle yatili okula kabul edilecektir hikiimleri
yer almaktadir.”"" Halkin cesitli kesimlerine muafiyet 6ngdren bir diger kanun ise 1929 tarihli ve 1525
saylli sase ve kopriiler kanunudur. Bahsi gecen kanunun 1525 sayili kararinda maluliyeti yani kisithlig
sabit olan, ekonomik agidan yoksun insanlar, bes tane ¢cocugu olanlar, okullarda tahsil g(’jrenlerimiti bu
vergiden muaf tutulmustur ifadeleri yer almaktadir.

1930’lu yillarda devreye giren Umumi Hifzisshha Kanunu (Eryurt & Canpolat, 2013, s. 132)
detaylarina yer verilmesi gereken bir diger gelismedir. Bu kanun aile ve nifus konusunu kamusal bir
unsur olarak ele almaktadir (Dogan, 2011). Kanunun 152. Maddesinde *******(Dogan,2011) halkin saglg
icin alinan dnlemlerin bir listesi yer almaktadir. “Miistakbel neslin sihhatli olarak yetismesi” ciimlesi ile
baslayan bu kanunda dogumlarin kolaylastirilmasi, ¢ocuk olimlerinin azaltiimasi, kadinlarin dogum
sonrasl icin kontrollerinin yapilmasi, salgin hastaliklarla miicadele edilmesi, cocuk ve gengler igin saghk
tesislerinin kurulmasi, okullarin saglhk koruma hizmetlerini tGstlenmesi, dogum evlerinin agilmasi, ebe
istihdamlarinin saglanmasi, evlenmeden 6nce kadin ve erkegin tibbi muayeneden ge¢mesi, siit annelik
yapacak olanlarin saglikh olduklarina iliskin raporu alti ayda bir belgelendirme zorunlulugu, ¢ocuk

P
https://www.tbmm.gov.tr/tutanaklar/ KANUNLAR KARARLAR/kanuntbmmc004/kanuntbmmc004/kanu
ntbmmc00400788.pdf
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disirmeye hizmet eden alet ve diger islemlerin yasaklanmasi, devletin resmi kurumlarinda dogum
yardiminin yasal olmasi, hiikiimet ve belediye doktorlarinin ve ebelerin fakir kadinlarin dogumlarina
yardimci olmasi, siit cocugu muayene ve misavere evlerinin faaliyete gegmesi ve okullarda goz, kulak,
beden ve ruh muayenelerinin yapilmasi gibi tedbirlerin alinmasi hikiimleri yer almaktadir. Dénemin
kaynaklarina yansiyan ilging bir yasak ise “Gebe Kalmamak igin Ne Yapmali?” adli kitabin toplatiimasi
olmustur (Basbakanlik Cumhuriyet Arsivin’den akt. Cakmak, 2007,s. 40).

Cumbhuriyet déneminde biitiin bu uygulamalari desteklemek amaci ile 1929 ve 1930 yillarinda kabul
edilen yerel yonetimler ve belediyeler kanunu ile bir dizi iyilestirme ¢alismalari yapilmistir (Karaca
Bozkurt, 2011, s. 66-67). Bu kapsamda belediyeler, yerel yonetimler hastanelerin kurulmasi, yoksullara
saglik hizmetinin karsiliksiz olarak sunulmasi ve yine benzer sekilde ilag temin edilmesi gibi bir dizi
uygulamanin da hayata gegcirilmesi talep edilmistir (Basbakanlik Cumhuriyet Arsivin’den akt. Cakmak,
2007, s. 40)

24.04.1930 tarihli ve 1489 saylll******** resmi gazetenin ilgili maddelerinde, genel olarak saglik,
salgin hastaliklar, cocuk ve gencligin korunmasina yonelik kararlar ve sitin vatandaslara ulastiriimasi ile
ilgili galismalarin oldugu gorilmektedir. Alti ve daha fazla cocuklu kadinlara devletin para yardimi
yapmasl, arzu edenlere para yerine madalya verilmesi de halka yapilan teklifler arasindadir. ilgili resmi
gazetenin diger detaylari arasinda ¢ocuk 6liimlerine yonelik 6nlemlerin devreye sokulmasi, belediyelere
siit evi agma, halk saghgini koruma dogum evi agma ve benzeri gorevlerin verilmesi, kadin ve erkegin
evlenmeden 6nce tibbi bir muayeneden geg¢mesi, cocuklara st annelik yapacak olan kadinlarin hasta
olmama, zlhrevi hastaliklara yakalanmadigini belgelemesi gibi baskaca uyarilara da yer verilmektedir.
Ayrica ilgili gazetenin diger kanun maddelerinde metruk yani terk edilmis cocuklarin ya belediyeler ya da
koy heyetlerinin garantisi altina girmesi de koruyucu 6nlemler arasindadir. Yine nifusu on binden fazla
olan mahallelerde belediyelerin siit gocugu muayene ve muisavere evi kurmasi da bir diger iyilestirici
adimdir. Nifusu kirk binden fazla olan yerlesim yerlerine “Stit Damlasi” kurulur maddesi eklenmistir. Bu
tesisleri, sit caginda olan cocuklarin site kolay erisimine yonelik bir uygulama olarak degerlendirmek
miimkindir. Cumhuriyet donemi pronatalist politikalarinda bahsi gecen biitiin gelismeler icinde, 1936
yilinda irkin devamhhgi ve sagligini tehlikeye diistirmek sug olarak kabul edilmistir (Dogan, 2011, s. 298).

Cumhuriyet dénemi nifus politikalan icinde dikkat ¢eken son bir ayrinti ise 1937 tarihli 3253
Saymﬂww ¢ok ¢ocuklu hakimlere yardim paralari ve ikramiye hakkindaki kanundur. Bu kanuna gore ¢ok
gocuklu hakimler cesitli sartlari saglamak kaydi ile madde 15 ile devlet yardimi alabiliyordu. ilgili kanun
hikminde, ¢ok ¢ocuklu hakimlere verilecek olan yardim paralarinin hangi gelir gruplarindan tahsil
edilecegine dair ayrintilar yer almaktadir. Kanununun detaylarinda 21 yasini bitirmis olan ¢ocuklar
dikkate alinmamaktadir.

Gazetelerin Goziinden Pronatalist Politikalar

Calismanin bu asamasinda, nlfus politikalari ile ilgili olarak gazetelere yansiyan haberlerin igerik
analizi yapilacaktir. Savas sonrasi dénem igin yasanan niifus sorununa yonelik olarak dénemin en etkili
iletisim araci olma 6zelligi tasiyan gazetelerin kitleyi bilgilendirme ve yonlendirme misyonunu lstlendigi
yorumu yaplilabilir. Hedef kitlede istenilen davranis degisiklikleri icin sadece (ilke giindemi degil diinya
gindemi de gazetelerin ilgili sayfalarindaki yerlerini almistir. Gazete secimlerinde 6zel bir tercih 6ne
cikmamis olup nifus ile ilgili olarak ulasilan bitin haberler calismaya dahil edilmistir. Haberlerin icerigi
ve sunum seklinin dénemin ruhunu yansitmasi agisindan 6nemli oldugu bilgisini eklemekte fayda vardir.
Benzer sekilde haber dili ve bashgin sunulma sekli gibi unsurlarin da analitik bir yorumla c¢alismaya
yansitildigini ekleyebiliriz.

FkkhFAIK

https://www.resmigazete.qov.tr/arsiv/1489.pdf
T hitps://www.resmigazete.gov.tr/arsiv/3643.pdf
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Vatan Hainleri
Cocuk diisiirten doktor ve
‘ebelere bu damga vurulmalidir

Umumi niifus saytmi gosteriyor ki, dogan
ocuklarin mithim bir kismi yasamuigor

FHEEEEEE

Kaynak: Hakikat Gazetesi. ikinci Tesrin 16, 1940 .

“Vatan hainleri” (st bashgi ile okuyucuya sunulan haberde, ¢ocuklarin doguma midahale eden ve
diistik tercihinde bulunana kadinlara tibbi destekte bulunan saglik ¢alisanlarina yonelik bir tepkinin
verildigi gorilmektedir. Olii dogumlarin niifus sayimlarinda fazlaca yer almasi dénemin gazetesinde bir
ofke hali yaratmistir denilebilir. istenmeyen gebelikleri sona erdiren doktor ve ebelerin vatan haini ilan
edilerek diplomalarinin gecersiz kilinmasi ve bu eylemlerinin hainlik tanimlamasi ile tezkerelerine
islenmesi bu dénemki yaklagimin ilging detaylarindandir. YUz kizartici bir eylem iginde olduklari
dusindlen doktorlarin damgalanarak degersizlestirilmesi ve toplum nezdinde itibar kaybetmesi talep
edilmektedir. Doktorlarin ya da ebelerin toplumca kabul edilen bir normalin (dogumlar ne olursa olsun
gerceklesmelidir) disina ¢iktigl tezinden hareket eden yazida hedef, bu disiincede olan saglik
personelinin talep olmasina ragmen bu eyleme katki sunmalarinin 6niine gecmektir. Vatan hainligi ile
sucglanan ve toplumda ayrimci bir etikete sahip olmakla tehdit edilen doktorlarin nifusu azaltma degil
artirma yoninde ¢alismalarda yer almasi istegi de haberin devaminda 6ne ¢ikan bir istektir. Bu anlamda
sosyal yardim teskilatlarinin kurulmasi, miisavere (danisma) evlerinin yapimi, polikliniklerin acgilmasi,
dogum ve ana evlerinin faaliyete gegmesi, cocuk yuvasi, cocuk bahgesi ve ¢cocuk hastanelerin kurulmasi,
prevatoryumlarin agilmasi ve tam tesekkilli sihhat merkezlerinin halkin hizmetine sunulmasi 6ne ¢ikan
dnerilerdir. Ote yandan gazete, dénemin kosullari geregi biitge darliginin béylesi bir konu icin sebep
gosterilmesine yonelik bir itirazi da dile getirmektedir. Halktan alinacak bir cocuk vergisi ile siirecin
baslayacagi varsayimindan hareket eden gazete, halkin destegi ile gerekli bitiin adimlarin atilacagini

savunmaktadir. e
t J Cocuk dogumu
ve niifus mes’elesi

Beyneliniiet nitos men'sieeinin Ou- [ oekttr, bunun amam usak de@il. Bir
gun ne mans ifade ewdgint derhal | millet fasis arttgs ve onunls. dlrwek
garmek istermisinia? Bir Franasta | dirseibe yasiyan bagks bdir millet sep~
bir Alman! xonusturunoae Aune siee | oobiestidl soemes ansun’ e salest

Kaynak: Cumhuriyet Gazetesi, 25 Nisan 1929, %9558

i Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/hakikat//hakikat 1940/hakikat 1940 ikincitesrin /hakika
t 1940 ikincitesrin 16 .pdf

38385383 Erisim adresi:
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Nifus ve dogum meselesinin i¢ ylziine dair g¢ikarimlar yapilan ilgili gazete haberi iki Ulkenin
kiyaslanmasi lzerinden bir analize dayanmaktadir. Fransa’da nifusun azalmasini, “Fransa hergiin bir
muharebe kaybediyor” seklinde aktaran gazete, niifus meselesini beka Gzerinden okunmaktadir. Nifus
artis hizi yavas olan (lkelerin yavas yavas 6ldigi ve bu durumun olasi sonucunun ise istilaya ugrama ve
koloni olmak seklinde sonuglanacagi iddia edilmeketdir. Ulkelerin diinya tarihi icinde kalici ve giiglii
olmalarinin ve gulvenlik ihityaglarinin karsilanmasinin giigli bri nifusun varhgi ile baglantili oldugu
rakamlarla 6ne cikarilmaktadir. Ve gelecegin diinyasinda nifus artis hizi makul bir seviyede bulunan
llkelerin diinyadaki herseye en fazla sahip olan ve giici elinde bulunduran bir statiiye sahip olacagi
varsayimi dillendirilmektedir.

ey TTHyTUm unutmayimz, '
i1

* Dogum artirma igi

[ Bekarhk diigmanhg:

cn———
- ok ko ook ok K

Kaynak: Cumhuriyet Gazetesi, 27 Nisan 1929.

Dogum ve bekarlk arasindaki iliskiden yola gikan ilgili gazete haberi, bekarlik diismanligi Gizerinden
ilging bir tezi islemektedir. 1929 yilinda kaleme alinan bu haberde niifus konusu “milli biiyiikliik ve milli
kudret” ana temasi lzerine kurulmustur. Evliligin ve ¢ok ¢ocuklu olmanin geregine isaret eden yazida
bosanma 6nemli bir sosyal mesele olarak sunulmaktadir. Aile yapisi ve bu yapida bireylere asilanan aile
terbiyesi bu sorunun esas ¢6ziim noktasi olarak disiinilmektedir. Ote yandan kanunlarin yaptirm
glcinin de devreye girmesi ile evlilik kurumunun gozetilecegi 6ngorilmektedir. Haberin detaylarinda
evlilikte frengi, bel soguklugu ve verem gibi hastaliklarin arastiriimasi da ek bir 6nlem olarak masaya
yatirilmaktadir. Diinyadan ornekler ile tezlerini kuvvetlendiren haberin devaminda, Viyana’dan ilging
uygulamalar da yer bulmaktadir. Viyana’da faaliyette olan “evlenme istisare odalar’” seklindeki
uygulamanin gerekli propagandalar ile islenerek insanlarin evlilik kurumuna olan inancinin pekisecegi
distintilmektedir.

Haberin basghgina da yansiyan bekarlik dismanhgi yazinin esas nirengi noktasini olusturmaktadir.
Gazete haberinden birebir alintilama yapmak gerekir ise bekarlik “miiritleri artan bir tarikat, mensuplari
ise yildan yila ¢ogalan bir mezhep” seklinde kavramsallastiriimaktadir. Bu ele alisi tamamlayack sekilde
bekarlar bu dénem itibari ile “bekarhk salgini” olarak ifade bulan bir illetin de karsiligidir. Baska bir
sekilde ifade edecek olursak, bekarlik bir hastalik ya da iyilestirilmesi gereken bir saghk sorunudur. Yine
bekarlik mutsuzluk, muratsizlik ve felaketin esiginde olan insanlarin yasadigi cismani bir durumdur. Bu
haliyle bekarlar memlekete karsi vazifesini yerine getirmeyen bir grup olarak “aile ocagi kagkini” olarak
one c¢ikarilmaktadir. Butlin bu ifadelerin bir toplami olarak denilebilir ki, ddnemin genel iklimi iginde
bekarlara yonelik ciddi bir digmanhk duygusunun 6zellikle islendigini varsayabiliriz.

Bekarlar 6fke ve diismanca duygularin igine yerlestirililirken evliligi tercih eden bireyler ise donemin
adsiz kahramalari olarak viicud bulmaktadir. “Can ve kan fedakarhgini” herseye ragmen yerine getiren
cok cocuklu bireyler, “birer fedai ve cemiyet paryasi” olarak memleketin c¢ikarlarini gozeten
kahramanlar olarak sunulmaktadir. Yazinin ara satirlarinda dikkat ¢eken evlilik buhrani, bekarlara
yonelik negatif alginin esas c¢ikis kaynagi olarak distnilebilir. Evlilikte yasanan agmazlari bir buhran
olarak tanimlayan yazi, pek ¢cok kuruma sorumluluklarini hatirlatarak konunun detaylarina yer veriyor.
Soyle ki gocuklarin bakimsiz ve korumasiz olduklari igin hayatini kaybettigi bir yerde kanunlar ve hakimler
cocuk dusirenlere karsi yeterince sert davranmiyorlar. Cocugun c¢ok kiymetli ve gerekli oldugu bir
donemde, bile isteye ¢ocugun varligina son verenlerin cezasiz kalmamasi dislincesi 6ne cikariliyor.

*hkkkkkkkk

Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/cumhuriyet//cumhuriyet 1929/cumhuriyet 1929 nisan
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Konuyu tamamlamasi agisindan giindelik hayatta ¢ok ¢ocuklu ailelere kiralik daire verilmemesi de
konunun sosyal boyutuna yonelik bir elestiri olarak okucuya sunuluyor.

Butin bu veriler en nihayetinde evlilik kurumunda bir krizi de dogal olarak tetiklemektedir. Cok
cocuklu ailelerin almis olduklari kararlari sorgular bir noktaya gelmeleri 6nemli bir meselede yasanacak
olan ciddi bir krizdir. Aile 6zelinde kadin ve erkegin gerek kanunlar karsisinda gerekse toplum 6zelinde
yaptiklari gézlemler, gosterilen fedakarhgin karsiliksiz kaldigi seklindeki bir algiya da gegit vermektedir.
iste bu ruh hali gazeteye gére evliligi toplum nezdinde sorgulanir bir esige kadar gotiirmektedir. Son
olarak yaziyi kaleme alan yazar ¢6ziim olarak bekarlara karsi digmanhk duygusunun yerlesmesi, evliligin
kanunlar ve hikumetler nezdinde korunmasina yonelik caydirici yapririmlarin devreye girmesi ve 6zel
kanunlarin gikarilmasi, saglk sorunu yok ise kisilerin 30 yasinda evlenip 40 yasina geldiginde en az (g
cocuk sahibi olmasinin mecburiyete baglanmasi, evli ve ¢ok ¢ocuklu olanlarin memleket islerinde daha
fazla oy hakkina sahip olmasi gibi bir dizi avantajin saglanmasini talep etmektedir.

Memieket meseleleri:

Tlrkiyenin niifusu
cogalmalu...

Kaynak: Acik S6z Gazetesi 1 Temmuz 1936.

Tttt

Acik S6z gazetesinin Memleket Meselesi kdsesinin 1936 tarihli haberinde, nifus politikalarina yonelik
bir yazi kaleme alinmistir. “Nifus Siyaseti” kavramindan yola ¢ikan yazar, niifus ve kudret arasindaki
iliskiyi rakamlari merkeze koyarak irdelemektedir. Séyle ki italya, Rusya ve Sovyetler rneklerinden yola
cikan yazida niifus ve kudret sahibi olmak arasinda kurulan dogru orantili bir iliski vardir. Yani niifus
arttikca Glkenin her agidan kudreti de ayni oranda artmaktadir. Bahsi gegen Ulkelerin topraklarina oranla
nifuslarinin fazla oldugu ve bunun olasi sonucunun ise bu ulkeler lehine yenilmezlik ve bukilmezlik
sifatlarinin daimi oldugu iddia edilmektedir. Gazeteye gore bahsi gecen bu glice sahip olanlar
somiirgecilik faaliyetlerinden hep bir kazangla ¢ikmiglardir. Dolgun ve olgun bir niifusa sahip olanlar
siyasi ve cografi kazanca sahip olarak yollarina devam etmislerdir. Nifus siyasetine yon veren temel
dnermeler ise dogumlarin ¢ogalmasi, 6limlerin azalmasi ve gé¢cmen siyasetinin giiclendirilmesidir. icte
ve dista alinacak 6nlemler ile niifus Gzerinden gl devsirilecektir.

ICTIMAl BIR DERT

Cocuk disiirmeye
kars: miicadele
acmak_ lazim

-_— e - . -

Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi Tesrin-i Evvel 7, 1934. R

JALLALIA Erisim adresi:

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/acik%20so0z/acik%20soz 1936/acik%20soz 1936 temmuz
/acik%20so0z 1936 temmuz 1 .pdf
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Toplumsal bir dert st baghgi ile okuyucuya sunulan ilgili haberde, cocuk diisiirme eylemine yonelik
bir miicadele ¢agrisi yapilmaktadir. 1934 yilinda bir hekim tarafindan kaleme alinan yazida, gocuk
diisirmenin toplum diizeyinde yaratacagi olumsuzluklara vurgu yapilmaktadir. Yazara gore toplum hem
cocuk diisiiren kadinlar hem de bu tercihe ses g¢ikarmayanlar ylziinden ahlaki bir ¢lirimenin esigine
gelecektir. Ve bu gelisme en nihayetinde toplumun bir bitiin olarak yozlasmasi gibi bir soruna da kapi
aralayacaktir. Yazinin ara satirlarinda ¢ocuga bakis agisini yansitan bazi kabullere de yer verilmektedir.
Soyle ki “gocuk onu biiyiitenin degil memlektindir”, “kadinin diinyaya gelmesindeki gaye g¢ocuk
yetistirmektir’ 6n kabulleri yazara gore bir micadele arenasini da dogal olarak yaratmaktadir. Baska
tirlu ifade edecek olursak gocuk dusiren kadinlar memleket meselesine duyarsiz davranmakta olup bir
nevi gorevlerini yerine getirmemektedir. Ayrica kadin ya da buna ses ¢ikarmayanlar esas gorevlerini de -
kadin cocuk dogrumakla mukelleftir- unutmaktadirlar. Denilebilir ki cocuk meselesi bir insanlik ve vatan
borcu olarak sunulmaktadir. Bu borca sadik kalmayan kadinlar igcin ¢ocuk disirmek bir cinayettir ve bu
konuda her tlrlu tedbirin alinmasi mecburidir. Cocuk dinyaya getiren kadinlar ise yazida “cici ana”
olarak tanimlanmaktadir. Cocuk bu haliyle kadinlar icin “saadet ¢elengi” gibi bir misyona da sahiptir.
Ozetle denilebilir ki her kiz cocugu bir ana her erkek ¢ocugu da bir baba adayidir ve bu roller vatana ve
insanliga 6denmesi gereken bir borgtur.

e SS— ]

Eullikte soadet reeles

.Tek coetk yapmamn
bircok mahuurlan vardi

Neslmizi gizellegtirmek i
~ nelere bag vurmahyz?

Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi, 9 Subat 1937, *°%%%%°

1937 tarihli haber ¢cocuk meselesini evlilik ve nesil tabanli olarak degerlendirmektedir. Cocuklar hem
evliligin saadet regetesi olarak sunulmakta hem de neslin gizellestiriimesi ve iyilestirilmesinin bir
anahtari olarak gorulmektedir. Keskin bir kalemin Grind oldugu goérilen yazida, donemin genel
kabullerinin Ustlinde farkli 6neriler getirmektedir. SOyle ki ¢cocuk diinyaya getirmenin gelisi guzel bir
kararla degil planl ve porgraml bir hazirlanma ile gergeklesecegi savunulmaktadir. Anne ve babalarin
cocuk diinyaya getirirken ¢ocuk sayisindan tutun ¢ocuklar arasindaki yas fakina hatta cocugun dinyaya
gelecegi mevsimin planlanmasina kadar genis bir skalada ciddi bir planlamanin bilincine sahip olmalari
onerilmektedir. Herbir gocuk memleketin bir pargasi olacagi icin uygun kosullarda ve iyi bir terbiye
anlayisi icinde vyetistirilmelidir. Tek ¢ocuk yazara gore kot yetisecektir. Tek ¢ocugun simarik olma

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1934/aksam 1934 tesrinievvel /aksam 1
934 tesrinievvel 7 .pdf

353938538 Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1937/aksam 1937 subat /aksam 1937 s
ubat 9 .pdf
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ihtimali olgun nesil idelaine zit bir durumdur. Bu anlamda ciftlerin bu bilinglilik hali igcinde en az li¢ gocuk
diinyaya getirmeleri idealize edilen durumdur.

Yazinin &zellikle odaklandigi ana nokta ¢ocugun buyitiilmesinde nicelik kadar niteligin de 6nemli
oldugudur. Yazar haberin devaminda savas sonrasi donem icin kadin ve erkeklerin girkinlestigi gozlemini
de sayfaya tasimaktadir. Bu girkinlesme haline ¢dziim ise ¢ocuklarin ruhen ve madden iyi bir bakim
asamasindan gecmesidir. Ve bu ¢ocuk terbiyesi sanildiginin aksine iki ¢ yaslarinda degil cocuk dogdugu
andan itibaren baslayan bir slrectir. Cocugun gidasindan uykusuna, temizliginin diizenli yapilmasina
kadar pek ¢ok detay neslin glizellestirilrmesi icin atilmasi gereken adimlar arasindadir.

Yazara goére sanildiginin aksine sisman cocuk saglikli olmanin degil sagliksizligin bir gostergesidir. Bu
gruptaki cocuklarda su ve yag sismanligi seklinde 6ne ¢ikan bir saglik sorunu vardir. Ve ebevenylerin bu
yanlis yargidan bir an evvel kurtulmasi gerekmektedir. Topluma siirekli ve diizenli olarak “sisman gocuk
saglhkl cocuk degildir” ilkesinin anlatilmasi yoninde her tirli adim atilmahdir. Cocugun yetismesi
meselesini evlilik kurumundaki dizenlilige baglayan yazar icin, evlilik yasi da kritik bir 6neme sahiptir.
Soyle ki kadinin erkege gore cok cabuk ¢oktigl tezinden yola ¢ikan yazar igin erkek ve kadin arasinda en
az 10 yas fark olmalidir. iki cinsin cesitli acilardan esitlenmesi icin bu yas farkinin iyilestirici giiciine
ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir. Ote yandan “ iki odali ev saray gibidir’ diisiincesine bagli olarak evli ciftlerin
yalniz yasamalari gerektigi de 6ne gikarilmaktadir. Donemin istanbul’'unda evli giftlerin tek yasamasina
olanak taniyan yapilarin azligi da haberde sosyal bir sorun olarak okuyucuya sunulmaktadir

i

Niifus meselesi/
Cocuk bakim:

Her medeni kudret ve zat.
vetin, gevkel ve azamelivip
devami; komgulanmin tecavil
tinden emin olarak her sa-
hada terakki va iokigaf mez-|,
hariyeti igin, hergeyden evvel|
ofifusunu arttirmiya ¢aligmak-
tadur, {

Kaynak: izmir Postasi, Tesrin-i Sani 11, 1934.

ok sk ok ok ok ok ok ok

izmir Postas gazetesi 1934 tarihli yazisinda niifus konusu, iilkenin yeniden imar edilmesi amacina
paralel olarak ele alinmaktadir. insan kaynaginin hem sayica hem kalite agisindan belli bir esige
yaklasmasi, Ulkenin kurulus yillari agisindan hayati bir 6neme sahiptir. Bir bakima tlkenin kurtulus
recetesi bu alanda alinacak kararlarin sonuglarina gore sekillenecektir. Soyle ki yazara gore nifus ile ilgili
gerekli adimlarin atilmamasi durumunda ilim ve sanat erbabinin yetismesi ve bulunmasinda zafiyetler
bas gdsterecektir. insan kaynaginin islenmedigi, geriden gelenlerin yeni g¢aga uygun bir sekilde
yetistirilmedigi bir cagda iilkenin geriden gelmesi kacinilmazdir. insan kaynaginin yetersiz kaldig yerde
topraklarin islenmesi ve verimli kilinmasi ile ilgili de baskaca sorunlar bas gosterecektir. Bu durum en
nihayetinde Ulkenin istilaya acik hale gelmesi gibi cok daha bliylk bir vatan sorununa da gegit verecektir.
Habere gore insan kaynagini iyi degerlendiren ve niifus konusunda nitelik ve nicelik sorununu ¢dzen
memleketler bu zafiyeti yasayan Ulkelerin topraklarina ve kaynaklarina géz dikecektir. Ve en nihayetinde
memleketin yer alti ve yer Ustl kaynaklarinin baska tlkelerin hizmetine girmesi kaginilmaz olacaktir.

Nifus ile ilgili meseleyi Ulkenin istila edilmesi noktasina kadar tasiyan gazeteye gore askerligi
kisaltmak, vergilerde indirimlere gitmek, cok ¢ocuklu aileleri belli vergilerden muaf tutmak ve yine bu

*khkkkkhkhkhkkkk

Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/izmir%20postasi/izmir%20postasi 1934/izmir%20postasi
1934 tesrinisani_/izmir%20postasi 1934 tesrinisani 11 .pdf
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gruptaki ailelere mikafatlar vermek gibi ¢éziimler devreye girmelidir. Ote yandan temel ihtiyaglarin
ucuzlatilmasi, tedavi ve yardima muhtas kesimlerin gdzetilmesi gereklidir.

Cocuk olim oranlarinin yillara gore artan seyri dikkatleri bu alana cekmektedir. Clink{i gazateye gore
bahsi gegen 6nlemler 8lim oranlarini azalmasi ile daha anlamli hale gelecektir. iste bu noktada
Cumhuriyet déneminin glrbiiz gocuk yetitstirme projesi bahsi gecen 6lim oranlarina karsi halkta
yaratilmak istenen farkli bir kampanyadir. Bir noktayi hatirlatmakta fayda vardir. Bu proje sadece 6lim
oranlarina dikkat cekip saglkl ¢ocuklari 6ne g¢ikarmak amacinda degildir. Buna ek olarak bu proje
cumhuriyet rejimini yasatacak yeteneklerin kalici kilinmasi projesi olarak da duslinilebilir. Baska bir
deyisle cumhuriyeti politik agidan anlamh kilacak yurttaslarin 6ne ¢ikarilmasi gibi bir hedefe
odaklanmaktadir” (Cilgin; 2004,s: 98). Donemin gazetelerinde bu amaca yonelik bazi muisabakalarin
yapildigi da gorilmektedir.

P

Kaynak: Cumhuriyet Gazatesi, 1 Mayis 1929.

Cocuk o6limi ile micadelenin nasil olmasi gerektigine atif yapan gazete, genis bir listeyi
okuyucularina sunmaktadir. Listeyi birebir aktaracak olursak

T Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/cumhuriyet//cumhuriyet 1929/cumhuriyet 1929 mayis
/cumhuriyet 1929 mayis 1 .pdf
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Propaganda

Ziyaretgi hemsireler teskilati

Dogum evleri

Sat evleri ve sttid mikroptan arindirma merkezleri
Bebek yuvalari

St gocugu hastaneleri

Cocuk hastaneleri

Dispanserler

Gebelik ve ¢gocuk bakimi istisare odalari

Sabit ve seyyar ¢cocuk bakim merkezleri

VV VYV VVVVVYVYY

Cocuk kolonileri

Y

Cocuk senatoryumlari

Ulkenin dénem kosullari dikkate alindiginda ekonomik kaynaklarin bu ¢éziimlere yeterli gelmeyecegi
soylenebilir. Bu gergegin farkinda olan yazar, Geng¢ Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetinin kendi kosullari iginde
yapilabileceklerinin kisa bir listesini de yaziya eklemektedir. Bu anlamda propaganda, eldeki mevcut
unsurlardan faydalanma ve imkanlar 6lgusiinde yeni teskilatlar kurmak kisa vadeli ¢6ziimer agisindan
distinilebilir. Yazarin tezlerinin kisa bir dokiimiinii sunacak olursak;

Propaganda kapsaminda halk nezdinde gcocuk bakiminin genel ilkeleri din ilkeleri gibi halka yayilmal
ve halk tarafindan benimsenmelidir. Ve butiin gazeteler bu bilginin yayilmasinda sayfalarini ilgili
kuruluslarin ¢alismalarina yer vererek destek olmalidir. Yine gebe ve cocuklar ile ilgili olarak halk dilinde
yazilan brositlerin yayginlastiriimasi galismalarina hiz verilmelidir. Koy 6gretmenleri ve vaizlerin de
icinde oldugu calisma gruplarinin, halka gesitli nasihatler verecegi programlarin da devreye girmesinde
fayda vardir Buna ek olarak g¢ocuk haftasinda konuya iliskin konferanslerin diizenlenmesi, nikah
torenlerinde evlenecek olan giftlere uyari niteliginde brosirlerin dagitilmasi, ebelerin gcocuk bakimim
konusunda c¢alismalarda yer almasi propanga ile halka verilecek hizmetler arasinda siralanmaktadir.

Eldeki mevcut unsurlardan faydalanma kapsaminda ise cocuk esirgeme kurmunun belediyeler ve
mahalli idareler tarafindan desteklenmesi, valilerin bitiin teskilatlardan bu konu hakkinda faydalanmasi,
belediyeler ve ilgili idarelerin bitceleri, doktorlari ve asicilari ile bu sirece katki vermeleri
beklenmektedir. Saglik ve sosyal yardim kistasi altinda

e Saghk middrlerinin ve hastane bashekimlerinin ¢ocuk 6liimlerinin sebeplerine
iliskin arastirmalar yapmasi

e Sitma, frengi ve trahoma ile micadele teskilatinin kurulmasi ve bu konuda
kurslarin hayata gegirilmesi

e Saghk vekaletinin 150 kazadaki genel dispanserlerinin ¢alismalara katilmasi

e Saghk memurlarina kurslar verilmesi ve saglik memuru programina konuyla
ilgili derslerin eklenmesi

Yeni teskilatlarin kurulmasi boyutunda ise ¢cocuk bakimi konusundaki bilgisizlige dikkat ¢eken yazar,
kisa sireli agilacak okullar ile gocuk hemsirlerinin yetistirilmesi 6nerisini getirmektedir. Gerek tedavilerin
uygulanmasi gerekse de halka nasihatlerde bulunmasi anlaminda bu mekteplerin isler olacagl iddia
edilmektedir. Ote yandan doktorlar ve cocuk bakiminda uzman hemsirelerin oldugu bir nevi tasimali
eczane sisteminin devreye girerek daha pratik bir sekilde yol alinacagi belirtiimektedir.

994



Karakus Oztiirk — Cukurova Universitesi Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, 50(2), 2021, 965-1002

Estonya

[Evienmek ve cocuk
'Yapmak mecburi
Olan memleket

Gozelligi bozulma-
| sin diye c¢ocuk do-
gurmiyan bir ana
mahkim oldu

Kaynak: Agik S6z Gazetesi 1 Subat 1937. R
Savagslarin, salgin hastaliklarin ve ekonomik buhranlarin oldugu dénemlerde insan kaynaginin 6nemli
bir degisken haline gelmesi, ilging bir o kadar da zorlayici bazi tedbirleri de devreye sokmaktadir.
Estonya’nin nifus siyasetine iliskin farkl bir haberi sayfasina tasiyan Agik S6z gazetesi, aile baghligi ve
kadinin sosyal hayattaki konumu gerekgeleri ile mahkemeye verilen bir ¢iftin mahkeme kayitlarina
yansiyan hikayesini paylasmaktadir. Habere konu olan ¢ift, cocuk diinyaya getirmedikleri gerekgesi ise
dava edilip, detayli bir yargilamadan ge¢mislerdir. Soyle ki cift icinde halk, alim, konunun uzmani ve
doktorlarin bulundugu bir ekip tarafindan hakim huzurunda yargilanmislardir. Alimler konunun sosyal
boyutuna iliskin tetkik yaparken, uzmanlar ciftin yasayis bicimine dair gézlemleri ile mahkemede gorev
almiglardir. Doktorlar ise gocuk sahibi olmayan giftin herhangi bir saglik sorunu olup olmadigina iliskin
tespitleri ile davadaki rollerini yerine getirmislerdir. Yargilama sonucunda mahkeme kadinin giizelligini
cocuk sahibi olmaya tercih etmesi, zevk ve para harcamama gerekgeleri ile alti ay hapis cezasina
carptirmistir. Buna ek olarak cezanin bitimi ile birlikte en kisa zamanda ¢ocuk diinyaya getirme seklinde
ek bir tedbirin de alindig1 goriilmektedir. Estonya’da nifusu artirma yoninde zorlayici bazi tedbirlerin de
dolasima sokuldugu goriilmektedir. Belediye ve devlet memurlarindan durumu iyi olanlarinin kanunen
evlenmeleri zorunludur. Ote yandan ¢ok cocuklu ailelere emekli ayliginin baglanmasi, Almanya’dan
kisirlagtirma kanunun transfer edilmesi, mesru ve gayri mesru ¢ocuguna bakamayan erkeklere alti ay
hapis cezasinin verilmesi Estonya niifus siyasetinde edne c¢ikan diger uygulamalardir. Son olarak
diizenlenen bir yarismada 18 c¢ocuk sahibi olan bir kadina birincilik 6dliniin verilmesi de konunun
tamamlayici bir pargasi olarak sunulmaktadir.

" Cok cocuklu Alman

kadmlarma seref nisam

3 milyon kadin bu nisan: alacak ve
kendilerine bozi haklar verilecek

Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi, Kanunu Evvel 26, 1938. 5558555555

PRI :
Erisim adresi:

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/acik%20so0z/acik%20soz 1937/acik%20soz 1937 subat /
acik%20soz 1937 subat 1 .pdf

RRRRRRRRRR Erisim adresi:
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Hitler donemi Almanya’sinda kadinlarin en az dért ¢ocuk dinyaya getirmesi ile ilgili olarak Ulke
sinirlarinda gecerli uygulamanin detaylarina yer verilmektedir. Bu grupta yer alan kadinlar hikiimet
tarafindan “seref salibi” yani “seref haci” olarak anlam bulan bir nisan ile 6dillendirilmektedir. Ve bu
gelismenin toplum nezdinde kurumsallasmasi icin de “Alman Annesi Giinii” seklinde bir uygulamanin
hayata gectigi goriilmektedir. Ug¢ milyon Alman kadinin bu siiregte bu nisani alacagl varsayimindan
hareket eden haber, kadinlarin serefli bir mevkiye ve umumi yerlere giriste 6ncelik hakkina sahip
olacaklarini hatirlatmaktadir. Bu haliyle bitin bu haklar dort cocuk diinyaya getiren kadinlari toplum
nezdinde ayricalikh bir konuma da tasiyacaktir.

Cok cocuklu

aileler

Alidan fazla gocufju olan
memur allelerine para mikafa-
tindan bagka madalya da
verilecek

Cok cocuklu analara

mukafat verilecek

Diiyunu umumiye komiseri bay Ali Riza
_ bu hususta bir vakifname yapt

- = sun -

Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi, 8 Subat 1935.

ok ok sk ok ok Kok ok ok

1935 yilina ait haberde ¢ok ¢ocuklu kadinlarin annelik rollerine iliskin bir uygulamanin detaylari yer
almaktadir. Buna gore ¢ok cocuk diinyaya getiren kadinlara “fazilet miikéfat”i altinda bir ikramiyenin
verilecektir. Fazilet yuksek ahlak, dogruluk, iyi aliskanlik, dogru segimlerin yapilmasi gibi farkl sifatlarin
toplamina denk gelmektedir. Bekarlara yonelik dismanhk duygularini ve evlenmeyenlere iliskin sert
dusinceleri dikkate aldigimizda evlilik kurumu igcinde vatana birden fazla cocuk emanet eden kadinlarin
dogru ve beklenene iliskin erdeme sahip olduklari diisintlmektedir. Bu ikramiye kapsaminda her ¢ocuk
icin 25 lira 6denmesi planlanmaktadir. Cocuk sayisinin 12’yi gegmesi durumunda ise her bir ¢ocuk igin
beser liran bankaya yatirilacaktir. Fazilet miikafati 20 yas tzeri ve 6len ¢ocuklar icin gegerli degildir. Bu
miikafati kazanan anne 6Imis ise bu para ¢ocugun babasinin hesabina yatirilacaktir. Babanin da 6lmesi
durumunda g¢ocugun hakki sakh tutulmak tizere Kizilay ya da ¢ocuk esirgeme kurumuna yatirilacak olup
siireg iginde cocugun hesabina gececektir. Odiiliin geng Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetinin kurulusunda énemli olan
sembolik tarihlere (30 Agustos, Edirne’nin kurtulusu gibi) denk getirilmesi de haberin akisinda yer
almaktadir.

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1938/aksam 1938 kanunuevvel /aksam
1938 kanunuevvel 26 .pdf
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Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1935/aksam 1935 subat /aksam 1935 s
ubat 8 .pdf
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Gazetesi, Kanuni Sani 24, 1936.

Devlet aygiti icine faaliyet gbsteren memur aileler igin de benzer bir uygulama hayata gegirilmistir.
Alti ve daha fazla ¢ocuk sahibi olan memurlara hem ikramiye hem de madalya verilmesi projesi ilgili
haberin ara satirlarinda yer almaktadir. Hifzisthha kanunun 156. Maddesi geregi diizenlenen planlamaya
gore bes cocuklu memurlarin hesabina 50 lira yatiriimasi resmiyete dékilmistir denilebilir.

Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi, 28 Nisan 1937,

QAR Erisim adresi:

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1936/aksam 1936 kanunusani /aksam 1
936 kanunusani 24 .pdf

RN Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam_1937/aksam 1937 nisan /aksam 1937 ni
san 28 .pdf
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Kaynak: Aksam Gazetesi 11 Mayis 1937, $5585555%5

Bekarlik vergisi ve bu vergi lizerinden yiiriyen tartismalar donemin en ilging konularindan birisini
olusturmaktadir. Donemin gazetelerinde bu verginin hayata gegirilmesi lzerine pek ¢ok tartismanin
oldugu gorilmektedir.

Evlilerin gﬁgﬁ ‘aydmn!
- Bekarhk vergisi igin
Neclise birlayiha verildi

| besten yukari kirk besten agags olan erkekiar
25 den 35 yagina kadar oiupta resml dairelerde
gahsan kadmlardan vergl alinacak

Kaynak: Cumhuriyet Gazetesi 19 Mart 1929.

ok kK Kok R KKk K

Bekarlik vergisi sadece erkekleri degil bir devlet dairesinde g¢alisan kadinlari da kapsamaktadir.
Meclise sunulan kanuna gore erkekler icin 25-45 araligi 6ne c¢ikarken kadinlar icin bu yas 25-35 olarak
planlanmaktadir. Erkekler arazi ve yol vergilerinin bir kismini bekarhk vergisi olarak devlete
o6deyeceklerdir. Dul olanlar ise ¢ocuk yok ise bu vergiden sorumlu tutulacaktir. Bedensel bir engele sahip
olan vatandaslar da bu kanun kapsaminda vergiden muaf olan bir kitleyi olusturmaktadir. Toplanan
bekarlik vergisinin kullanim sekli ise kanuna gore bir ikramiye olarak distiniilmektedir. Soyle ki alinan
vergilerin ylzde yirmisi besten fazla cocugu olan babalara verilmesi 6ngoriilmektedir. Bu yoniyle devlet
vatandaslarini ¢ocuk sahibi olanlar ve olmayanlar seklinde kodlayarak siniflandirmaktadir denilebilir.
Vatan igin gocuk dlinyaya getiren aileler ve 6zellikle de kadinlar istisnai ve ayricalikli konumlari ile
devletin makbul yurttaslari olarak deger gérmektedir.

[ LR e SR Sesee s - S ¢

Bekarlik ver

gisi kanunu

Yakinda Meclise
venliyor

LAARRRRRRARES

Kaynak: Yenigiin Gazetesi, 5 Nisan 1941.

Bekarlik vergisinin uygulama esaslarina yénelik bir diger gazete haberinde farkl bir dizi detaya yer
verilmektedir. Soyle ki askerligini yapmis erkekler ile 17 yasini dolduran kadinlar kanun kapsaminda yer

$§58§589888 Erisim adresi:

http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/aksam/aksam 1937/aksam 1937 mayis /aksam 1937
mayis 11 .pdf
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Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/cumhuriyet//cumhuriyet 1929/cumhuriyet 1929 mart /
cumhuriyet 1929 mart 19 .pdf

LARARLLAAAK Erisim adresi:
http://nek.istanbul.edu.tr:4444/ekos/GAZETE/yenigun/yenigun 1941/yenigun 1941 nisan /yenigun 1
941 nisan 5 .pdf
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almaktadir. Evilenme yasi ise 45 yasa kadar gekilmektedir. Kanun istisnai bir kural olarak 45 yasini
gecirmis ancak okullu olan kadin ve erkekleri bu vergiden muaf tutmaktadir. Asli veya Ucretli memur
olarak ¢alisan, mustahdem ve yevmiye ile galisan kesimlerden vyillik kazancinin Uzerinden kazang
vergisinin ylizde onu tahsil edilecektir. Elde edilen bitin bu gelirler ise saglik ve sosyal yardim
cemiyetlerine aktarilacaktir. Son olarak koyliler ile evienmeleri saglik heyeti tarafindan yasaklananlar da
bu kanundan muaf olan bir kitleyi olusturmaktadir.

Tartisma ve Sonug

Pronatalist politikalarin keskin ve tartismaya ag¢ik olmayan sinirlari vardir. Herkesin anne baba olmasi
genel ilkesi ile hareket eden, yapiyi bireye dnceleyen genel politikalara sahiptir. Kati kurallar ile kadini ve
erkegi kendi istemli eylemlerinin disina ¢ikmaya zorlayan bir hali de vardir. Ve bu politikalar diinyanin
farkh pek cok cografyasinda taraftar toplamaktadir. Kiglik, azinlik bir grubun sira disi distnceleri
olmanin 6tesinde, iktidarlarin ya da rejimlerin canhiras bir sekilde savunduklari bir distince gtictidiir.

Pronatalist politikalar siyaseti tirli sekillerde besleyen ve tamamlayan bir misyonun da adidir.
Dinyanin zor zamanlarinda-savaslar, salginlar, buhranlar gibi- iktidarlar kalkinma planlarini beseriyet
Uzerine kurmaktadir. Diinyay! yikan insan, diinyayi yeniden kuracak olan super glctiir ayni zamanda. Bu
yoniiyle insan ¢ogu kez kalkinmanin en gli¢lii lokomotifi olarak kodlanmaktadir. Soyun surekliliginde ve
milletin 6zglin sinirlari icinde glvenle yoluna devam etmesinde, insanin motive edici bir yonu
bulunmaktadir.

Neslin devami gibi ¢ok st bir gérevin yizyillarca mirasgisi olan insanin bu gorevi hi¢ bitmeyecek gibi
goruniyor. Zira devlet hayatinin basladigi giinden bu yana canhhgini korudugu goérilmektedir. Peki nesil
neden devam etmelidir? Bu soruya farkh disiplinler kendince pek ¢ok cevap verecektir. Calismamiz
ozelinde kisa ve net olarak diyebiliriz ki biyolojik kayiplarin bir¢cok alandaki kayiplari-toplumsal, kiltirel,
siyasi ve ekonomik- tetikleyecegi yéniinde ciddi endiseler vardir. insanin niceligi ve niteligi neslin
istikrar1 agisindan sihirli iki kavramdir. Baska tiirlu ifade edecek olursak insanin ¢ogalmasi kadar ¢ogalan
insanin bakimi, egitimi ve kalitesi de neslin formuna etki edecektir. O nedenle olgun ve dolgun nesil
ifadesi ile insanin Greme yeteneginin belli bir kaliba girmesi beklenmektedir. Bu asamada ana hedef
nesil dedigimiz o bilyik kitlenin organizasyon ve aktivitelerinin yonlendirilmesi ve sinirlarinin gizilmesidir.

insanin aktif olarak varligini siirdiirebilme becerisi aslinda bu isin pif noktasidir. Aktiflik sézcugi
kendi icinde devletin ve dogal olarak toplumun biitiiniine hizmet refleksleri barindirmaktadir. ilim, sanat
ekonomi ve millet olmanin bitiun degiskenleri insanin niceliksel oldugu kadar niteliksel var olabilme
becerisine baghdir. insanin igindeki giiciin enerjiyle birlikte toplum yararina déniisebilmesi, kitlenin
bakimindan egitimine kadar buylk bir gabayi gerekli kilmaktadir. Bu enerjiye sahip topluluklar/toplumlar
giclidir, zindedir ve bunlarin uyum yetenekleri iist diizeydedir. Oyle ki distan gelen darbelere karsi
kendince olusturdugu savunma mekanizmalari vardir. insan kaynagindaki deformasyon kitleyi tiirlii
tehditlerin ortasinda birakacaktir.

Yapilar ya da toplumlar yenilenmedigi ve kendi sinerjilerini olusturmadigi middetge riskleri her daim
yani basinda hissedecektir. iste bu korku ya da tedirginlik hali, insanin nasil islenecegi cabasini her
donem canh tutmaktadir. Bu soru Oonemlidir zira tlrli sebeplerle yipranan ya da asinan yapilar
islevsizlesme ya da bozulma riskini tasiyacaklardir. Yani toplumlarin biyolojik olimi tirla 6limleri de
tetikleyecektir. Ve en nihayetinde yok olma, kaybolma, istila edilme gibi tiirlii duygu halleri insanin pesini
birakmayacaktir.

Bu yoniyle devletlerin gelecege yonelik planlamalarinda genelde aile ve evlilik, 6zelde ise ¢ocuk
o6nemli bir yapi tasidir. Cocuga giden yolun aile ve evlilik kurumu ile kodlanmasi bu {i¢li mekanizmanin
yollarini siirekli kesistirmektedir. Bu formilin disinda kalan bir kesimi olusturan bekarlar ise denklemin
disinda tutularak bir nevi yok sayilmaktadir. Gazete haberlerinde 6ne gikan bekarlik dismanligi, bekarlk
salgini, tarikat ve mezhep benzetmesi, bekarligin mutsuzlugun ve felaketin habercisi olarak cisimlesmesi,
bir tesadiifiin sonucu degildir. D6nemin ¢ocuk politikasina bakisin bir grup kadin ve erkekte toplanmis bir
disiince yumagidir. Evlilik ve cocuk fikrinin tartismaya acilmamasi icin bu diisiincenin bir vazifeye
baglanmasi yéntemi izlenmektedir. iste tam bu noktada bekarlar vatan sinirlari icinde vatan icin bir
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tehdit olarak gorilen, aile devamlihgini ve glivenligini tehlikeye atan, sira digi bir grup olarak topluma
sunulmaktadir. Bekarlardan vergi alinmasina iligkin pek ¢ok meclis ¢alismasinin yapilmasi ve bekarlig
caydirici 6nlemlerin gayri resmi yontemlerle dolagima sokulmasi da toplumdaki bu beklentiyi karsilayan
bir girisimdir stiphesiz.

Nifus ve glicin farkh fraksiyonlari arasinda kurulan bir iliski vardir. Nifusun zayifladigi yerde bu gii¢
alanlari da —siyasi, askeri, ekonomik gibi- kan kaybedecektir. Kalkinmanin sihirli anahtari olan nifus
dinamik bir devletin ve toplumun da itici glictidir. Niceliksel olarak belli bir plan dahilinde gogalan
bireyin niteliksel hikayesinde de yazilmasi gerekenler vardir. Her seyden once yetenekli ¢ocuklarin
buyumesi icin her tiirlu iyilestirici 5nlemin devreye sokulmasi gerekmektedir. Saglkla ilgili diizenlemeler,
olumlerin azaltilmasi, siite erisimin kolaylastiriimasi, ¢ocuklarin sahipsiz olmadigi bir duzenin varhgi,
cocuklarin farkh gelisim alanlarina katki saglayan eden kurumlarin hizmete girmesi gibi. Uzun soluklu
calismalarin Griini olacak bu dizen icin, toplumun kurumlarindan olan ailenin kontroli 6nemli bir
meseledir. Zira ailenin ve kadinin kontrolii ile bitiin bu cabalar bir anlama sahip olacaktir. iste bu
nedenle kadinlar cesitli kampanyalar ile odillendirilmekte, rejimin 6nemli tarihlerine denk gelen
zamanlarda bu ayricalikh rolleri ciimle aleme ilan edilmektedir. Clinkli gocugun korunmasina giden yol
kadinin korunmasindan gegmektedir. iste sirf bu nedenle evlilige olan inang her zamankinden daha giiclii
olmalidir. Yine bu sebeple bekarlar bu inanca yonelik bir tehdit olarak algilandigi icin memlekete karsi
vazifesini yerine getirmeyen bir asi muamelesi gérmektedir. Toplumun kahramanlari olarak gorilen evli
insanlara yonelik daha fazla oy hakkina sahip olsunlar istegi de yine diisiincenin bir uzantisidir.

Butldn bu beklentiler irkin devamhhligl agisindan 6nemlidir. Bundan onceki paragraflarda belirtildigi
tizere irkin devamliligini riske atmak bir sugtur. iste bu riskin olusmasinda en ufak bir katkisi olan
insanlarin - ki haberlerde saglik personeline yonelik ayrintilar yer almaktadir- vatan hainligi damgasi
yemesi kaginilmazdir. Clinki nufus milli buyuklik ve milli kudretin yegane yansimasi olarak dlkenin
bekasinin tek yoludur. Bu nedenle ¢ocuk disiiren ya da buna zihinsel olarak hayir diyemeyen biitiin
insanlar vatan hainligi cemberinin icindedirler. Yasamina son verilen her cocuk memleketindir ve kadinin
tek gorevi cocuk yetistirmektir.

Yayin Etigi: Bu calismada “Yiiksekégretim Kurumlari Bilimsel Arastirma ve yayin Etigi Yonergesi’'nde” yer
alan tiim kurallara uyulmus ve ydnergenin ikinci boliminde yer alan “Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine
Aykiri Eylemlerden” higbiri gergeklestirilmemistir.
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