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century, was placed on a solid foundation. Abdülhamid II (1876-1909), who attached importance 
to modern education and the idea of Ottomanism, ensured the implementation of the Maarif-i 
Umumiye Nizamnamesi. During this period, importance was given to the opening of rü diye, 
idadi and sultanates and their spread throughout the country. Gelenbevi School of Higher Edu-
cation (Gelenbevi Mekteb-i dadisi), now known as Gelenbevi Anatolian High School, was es-
tablished in 1910/11 and was raised to the level of Sultanate in 1913 /14. The building, which 
was devastated by the Sultanselim fire in 1918, was rebuilt in 1924.  

The place of idadis in the Ottoman education system is one of the most frequently studied 
topics in terms of content. However, in the 19th century Ottoman lands, there are few studies on 
the investigation of the idadi school buildings built with a method defined as a type project 
within the scope of architectural history. The original plan and façade drawings of the Gelenbevi 
School of Higher Education, which are the subject of this study, give an idea about the architect 
and civil engineer of the building, and also give an idea about the architect of the buildings of 
higher secondary schools. The construction notebook of the building contains detailed informa-
tion such as the methods, techniques, materials and space descriptions used in the construction 
of the building. However, this construction book does not cover the entire building; it deals with 
the garden units, wet areas and some furnishing elements added later to the main spaces, as well 
as some of the remaining woodwork. Analysing the data of the construction book is also impor-
tant in terms of giving an idea about the construction processes and other details of other idadi 
buildings built in the same period as in the case of Gelenbevi School of Higher Education. When 
the original plan and front drawings of the building and the construction book before the disco-
very are evaluated together, it is important in terms of obtaining information about the plan of 
Gelenbevi School of Higher Education, the materials used in the building and even the brand of 
the materials, architectural and engineering terms. 

Keywords: Gelenbevi School of Higher Education, construction book, high school buil-
dings, Ottoman architectural terms, high school architects. 
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