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Abstract

Earthquakes are considered to be one of the most dangerous natural disasters, posing a threat to human life
and security as well as causing damage to life and property. Although literature is an important mirror that
is intertwined with the social, cultural, and historical events of a society and reflects its real life in various
aspects, depictions of earthquakes are rarely encountered in the Pre-Islamic Period and the Early Islamic
Period. Experts estimate that this is due to the absence of devastating earthquakes during either period. The
turning point for poems about earthquakes in Arabic poetry is the sixth century of the Hijra. In this century,
the occurrence of multiple earthquakes in the Bilad al-Sham region attracted the attention of the poets of
the period and caused them to write many poems depicting various aspects of this disaster that devastated
human life. Some of the first poets to describe earthquakes in the Islamic world are; Usama b. Munkiz (d.
584/1188), Sannajatud-Diih and Ibn Daniel al-Mawsili (d. 710/1310). In his poem about an earthquake that
affected Egypt during the reign of the Fatimid caliph Hakim Biemrillah Mansur b. Aziz (996-1021),
Sannajatud-Dlh stated that this natural disaster did not occur to harm the people but to celebrate the just
rule of Hakim Biemrillah and likened the earthquake to a dancing person. Thus, the poet considered this
disaster as an opportunity to praise the ruler of the period and presented an interesting perspective. Arab
poets also addressed the earthquakes that occurred in the Arab world that came under Ottoman rule from
1517 onwards. When it came to the modern period, they went beyond geographical borders and described
in detail the earthquakes that occurred in countries such as Italy, Japan, and Tiirkiye, regardless of language,
race, and religion. In the modern era, the most prominent poets who wrote poems about earthquakes are
the Nile Poet Hafiz ibrahim and Emir al-Shuard Ahmed Shawki. Hafiz ibrahim wrote a long ode consisting of
58 couplets about the earthquake that hit the Italian city of Messina in 1908. Although the poet learned about
this earthquake, which caused the deaths of more than eighty thousand people, through newspapers and
radio, he described the event in detail and vividly as if he had experienced it himself, thanks to his strong
human emotions and deep imagination. Poet Ahmed Shawki wrote a poem in which he shared his sorrow
with the people of Japan who were affected by the earthquake in 1923. Due to its geographical location in an
earthquake zone, Tiirkiye has experienced numerous devastating earthquakes in recent times. These include
the Erzincan earthquake in 1939 and 1992, the Gélciik earthquake in 1999, the Bingdl earthquake in 2003,
and the Kahramanmaras earthquake in 2023, which caused great damage to 11 Turkish cities and whose
effects extended as far as Syria. These disasters have certainly inspired the poetry of some Arab poets,
causing them to write poems in which they express their human feelings and document pain and loss. Some
of the Arab poets who have addressed earthquakes in Tiirkiye include Muhammed Taqiyyuddin el-Matlabi,
Mahmud Hasan Ismail, and Ahmed Ali Suleyman Abdurrahim. Mahmud Hasan Ismail, one of these poets,
resorted to the art of personification in his ode to the great Erzincan Earthquake of 1939, and in a dialogue
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between them, he accused the earthquake of instilling fear in people and destroying their homes. He likened
the earthquake to a ruthless tyrant who sheds blood and causes mischief on earth because it left dead and
injured under the rubble. This study, following a brief mention of earthquakes in Arabic poetry, delves into
the earthquakes that occurred in Tiirkiye and the impact these events had on Arabic poetry. The descriptive
analytical method was employed to evaluate the selected poetic examples in three dimensions: historical
reality, emotional dimension, and language. Additionally, the conclusion chapter presents the study's
results.
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