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As a Critical Description in Theology and Political Philosophy: The Concept of Nawabit

Abstract

Al-Farabi for the first time gave a socio-political meaning to “nawabit,” which was a pejorative term used
in Mutazilite thought against Sunni opponents, and used it to describe the “non-virtuous people” in the
“virtuous city.” He explained the ways in which these people, whom he discussed in various categories,
should be neutralized because they violate peace and tranquility. In contrast to al-Farabi and his
predecessors, Ibn al-Bajja defined "nawabit" as a virtuous person (mutawahhid) living in a non-virtuous
community. The philosopher explained what such an individual should do and how he should manage
himself under the circumstances in which he finds himself. Therefore, in terms of political philosophy,
nawabit encompasses two different/opposite meanings. This study aims to examine "nabita" or "nawabit"
from the perspectives of theologians and philosophers, attempting to identify the different approaches
between them. Additionally, the study aims to provide answers and clarification to questions such as the
connection between "nawabit" and Plato, and whether the concept is rooted in Plato or specific to Islamic
thought. However, to what extent and in what sense is al-nabita/al-nawabit related to Plato? Is the concept
of Platonic origin or specific to Islamic thought? Answering and clarifying questions is among the

purposes.

Keywords: Islamic Philosophy, Kalam, Nawabit/Nabita, al-Farabi, Ibn Bajja.
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