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MUFDI ZEKERIYA'NIN S$IIRLERINDE FiLiSTIN MESELESI

0z

Bu calismada Cezayirli sair Mufdi Zekeriya'nin Filistin meselesiyle ilgili siirleri arastirilmis ve sairin bu
konuda “Carmihtaki Filistin”, “Kurbanlik Filistin” ve “Dinmeyen Acilar” adli ii¢ 6nemli kasidesinin oldugu
tespit edilmistir. Sair, diger kasidelerinde de Filistin ile ilgili baz1 beyitler kaleme almis olmakla birlikte bu
i¢ kasidesinde, Filistin meselesini detayl bir sekilde ele almis ve kendince mithim gérdiigii baz1 meseleleri
one cikarmistir. Siyonistlerin oraya ayak bastiklarindan itibaren tahrip ettikleri kutsallari ve Filistinlilerin
maruz kaldiklar1 haksizlik ve acilari dile getirmistir. Arap ve islam aleminin, Filistin’in 6zgiirliigii icin dua
gondermekten bagka bir sey yapmayip asil ihtiya¢ duyduklari silah vb. yardimlardan ytz gevirdiklerini
anlatmistir. Sair, Filistinlilerin kendi kaderlerine terk edilisini ve 1zdiraplarini biiyiik bir ustalikla tasvir
ettikten sonra, Miisliimanlari saflarini birlestirmeye ve Filistinlilerin yaralarini sarmaya davet etmistir.
Kasidelerinden anlasildigi kadariyla Filistin'in 6zgiir olacagi konusundaki inancini hi¢bir zaman
kaybetmeyen sair, bu kasideleriyle Filistin halkinin er ya da ge¢ 6zgiirliigline kavusacagina dair umudunu
canli tutmaya ¢alismistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Edebiyat, Siir, Mufdi Zekeriy3, Filistin Meselesi.
The Palestinian Issue in the Poems of Mufdi Zakaria
Abstract

This study examines the poems of the Algerian poet Mufdi Zakaria regarding the Palestinian issue and

identifies three significant odes on this subject: “Palestine on the Cross,” “Sacrificial Palestine.” and “Endless

Pains,” Although the poet has penned some couplets about Palestine in his other odes, in these three odes,
he elaborates on the Palestinian issue in detail, highlighting some matters he considers important. He speaks
of the sanctities desecrated and the injustices and sufferings endured by Palestinians since the Zionists set
foot there. He criticizes the Arab and Islamic world for only sending prayers for Palestine’s freedom and
turning away from providing the needed assistance, such as weapons. After masterfully depicting the
abandonment and sufferings of the Palestinians, the poet calls on Muslims to unite their ranks and to heal
the wounds of the Palestinians. As can be understood from his odes, the poet never lost his belief that
Palestine would be free, and with these odes he tried to keep alive the hope of the Palestinian people that
they would sooner or later gain their freedom.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, Literature, Poetry, Mufdi Zakaria, Palestin Issue.
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1 Harun Ozel, "Filistinli Sair ibrahim Takan'mn Siirlerinde Vatan Ve Bagimsizlik Miicadelesi”, Arap Edebiyatinda Vatan
Ve Bagimsizlik Miicadelesi (Ankara: Nobel Bilimsel, 2021), 223.
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Summary

Palestine, whose soil is blessed with its deep-rooted history, has been of great importance
for Muslims since the day it was conquered by the companions of Prophet Muhammad. Palestine,
home to prophets and the centre of religions and the place where the Prophet visited on the night
of Miraj, also contains the blessed Masjid al-Agsa, the first Qibla of Muslims and one of the three
holiest mosques. [t was a safe and secure religious centre under the umbrella of Islamic states until
the beginning of the Zionist migrations that emerged in Islamic history. However, immediately
after the establishment of the State of Israel in 1947, hundreds of Palestinian villages were
destroyed, thousands of Palestinians were killed and nearly one million people were displaced.

Due to the persecution, sufferings and sad tragedies that Palestinians have experienced
since the Zionists set foot in Palestine, some Muslims have tried to defend Palestine with their
weapons and some with their pen. One of those who defended Palestine with his pen was the
Algerian revolutionary poet Mufdi Zakaria. Although the poet was busy with the struggles of his
homeland Algeria to break away from colonialism, he did not refrain from caring about the
Palestinian cause, supporting his oppressed Palestinian brothers with words and actions, and
writing poems that mobilised the consciences of Muslims. He wrote the ode entitled ‘Palestine on
the Cross’, ‘Sacrificial Palestine’ and ‘Unceasing Suffering’. In fact, it was observed that the poet was
not contented with these and wrote some couplets about Palestine in his other qasida.

In the aforementioned ode, the poet dealt with the Palestinian issue in detail and
emphasised some issues that he considered important. He expressed the holy places destroyed by
the Zionists and the injustices and sufferings of the Palestinians. In addition to this, he explained
that the Arab and Islamic world did nothing but pray for the freedom of Palestine and turned away
from the aid they really needed, such as weapons and so on. After depicting the abandonment of
Palestinians to their fate and their suffering with great skill, the poet invited Muslims to unite their
ranks and tend to the wounds of Palestinians. As it is understood from his odes, the poet, who
never lost his belief that Palestine would be free, tried to keep his hope alive that the Palestinian
people would sooner or later achieve their freedom.

When the poet Mufdi Zakaria's odes related to Palestine are examined in general, it is seen
that the poet has established a connection with religious literatures, especially the Qur'an, hadith
and History of the Prophet Muhammad and his companions. Therefore, the poet fed his
imagination with Qur'anic verses, parables and religious texts. At the same time, by referring to
the wars that took place in Palestine in Islamic history such as Hittin, Ajnadayn and Ain Jalut, he
reminded the muslims leaders once again that Muslims had put their lives on the line for Palestine.

The odes discussed in this study reveal the poet's courage and freedom in criticising the
wrong decisions taken by the Arab world regarding the Palestinian cause. As a matter of fact, the
poet not only criticised the Arab rulers and decision-makers, but also satirised them by stating
that they were living, fed and clothed thanks to others. For this reason, Arab rulers are so incapable
of solving the Palestinian issue since no help nor support can be expected from them. According
to the poet, the Islamic world has done nothing for Palestine except prayers from the pulpits,
tearful oratory, poetry and ornate speeches at conferences and meetings, devoid of practice. The
poet tried to mobilise the feelings of unity and solidarity of Muslims to help Palestine materially
and morally by asking questions such as ‘Are these pleasant words of condemnation alone enough
to save the wounded Palestine from suffering and misery?. In short, the poet Mufdi Zakaria,
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besides being one of the resisters of the Algerian revolution against colonialism, is concerned

about the Palestinian cause. He sees Palestine as an indivisible part of himself and therefore,
whenever Palestine is wounded and bleeding, he feels its wound deeply.
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