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Bu makale, Arap siirinde el-Asma< (8. 216/831) ve ibn Sellim el-Cumahi (5. 231/845)
tarafindan ortaya konulan fuhtle (usta sairlik) kriterleri hakkinda bir karsilastirmali
incelemeyi ele almaktadir. el-Asma9 ve ibn Sellim, Arap edebiyatinin en &nemli
elestirmenlerindendir. Fuhiile kavram, eski siir elestirisinin temel dayanaklarindan biri
olarak kabul edilirdi ve sairin yaraticihk giiclinii ve yenilik ortaya koyabilme yetenegini
belirlemek i¢in bir 6l¢iiydii. Bu terim, el-Asma“’nin Tabakatu Fuh(li’s-Suard adl eserinde
ortaya ¢ikmis, ardindan ibn Sellim’in Tabakatu’s-Suard adli eserinde de yer almustir. Bu
kavram onemli bir gelisim gostererek bir teori hiline gelmistir. Arastirma, bu iki
elestirmenin, sairleri degerlendirme esaslarindaki farkhiliklar ve benzerlikler {izerine
yogunlasmakta ve bir sairin fahl (usta sair) olabilmesi icin sahip olmasi gereken nitelikleri

o

belirlemeye calismaktadir. Galisma, el-Asma€’ye gére fuhiile kavrammm sunulmasiyla
baslamaktadir. $6yle ki el-Asma¢, fuhtilenin kelimelerin giicii ve dil tizerindeki hakimiyetiyle
iliskili oldugunu diisiinmektedir. el-Asma‘, sairin giiclii ve etkileyici kelimeler kullanabilme
yetenegine sahip olmasi gerektigini savunur. Aym zamanda fahl olan sairin
degerlendirilmesinde temel 6l¢iit olarak dilsel beceriye ve eski siir bilgisine vurgu yapar. Buna
karsilik, ibn Sellam, fuhile kavramina daha genis bir agidan bakarak sosyal ve tarihsel arka
plana odaklanir. Ona gére fahl, cagina ait sorunlar1 samimiyetle ve gercekgi bir sekilde dile
getiren kisidir. O, sairleri, siirsel yetkinliklerine gére farkli siniflara ayirmstir. Bu ¢alisma,
zikredilen iki elestirmen arasindaki ortak ve farkli noktalar: incelemeyi ve bu farkliliklarin
icerdigi elestirel anlamlar1 analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. el-Asma9, fuhile icin sabit bir
yaklasim benimsemis ve sairleri fahl ve fahl olmayan sairler olarak iki gruba ayiwrmstir. el-
Asma'nin yorumlar1 6zli ve kisa bir bicimdedir. Bu da eserinin elli sayfayr gecmeyen
boyutuna yansimistir. el-Asma¢, sairin fahl kabul edilmesi icin siir sayisinin ok olmasini ve
siirlerinin uzunlugunu bir Sl¢iit olarak belirlemis, siirlerinde bedevi hayatimin sadeligini
giiclii ifadelerle ve acik bir dille yansittiklari i¢in Cahiliye donemi sairlerini digerlerine tercih
etmistir. Buna karsilik Tbn Sellam, farkli bir yaklagim benimsemistir. Bu yaklasima gére tiim
sairlerin fahl olduklarim kabul ederek onlar1 Cahiliye dénemi ve islami dénem olmak iizere
iki sinifa ayirmugtir. Ancak bunu, kronolojiyle kesin bir baglanti olmadan, genel bir tarihi
siralamayla, her sinifa en meshur dort sairi koyarak yapmistir. Boylece o, farkli dénemlerden

sairleri bir araya getirmis, bundan dolay1 da yéntemi konusunda baz elestiriler almustir. ibn
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Sellam, sairleri degerlendirirken benzerlik ilkesini esas alarak ayni siradaki Cahiliye dénemi
sairleri ile Islami dénem sairleri arasinda miistehcenlik, siirin akiciligi, dilin giicii ve tema
cesitliligi gibi ortak dzelliklere gore paralellik kurmustur. Ayrica, sairlerin dini kimligini de
bir benzerlik unsuru olarak kullanip Yahudi sairleri ayni sinif altinda toplamistir. el-Asma4
ile Tbn Sellim’n inceleme ve analiz yontemleri arasindaki bu farklilik, eski Arap
diistincesindeki elestirel yaklasimlarin cesitliligini ortaya koymaktadir. el-Asma9, fahl
kavramina dilin zenginligi ve ifadelerin giiciine odaklanan dilsel bir perspektiften yaklasirken
fbn Sellam bu kavrama, sairin yaraticihigini ve dzgiinliigiinii yaraticilik giiciinii ve yenilik
ortaya koyabilme yetenegini yansitan daha derin bir elestirel boyut kazandirmistir.
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Abstract

This article is a comparative study of the criteria for fuhiila in Arabic poetry as put forward
by al-Asma‘i (d. 216/831) and Ibn Sallam al-Jumah? (d. 231/845). Al-Asma‘i and Ibn Sallam are
two of the most important critics of Arabic literature. The concept of fuhiila is considered one
of the main pillars of ancient poetry criticism and was a measure to deter-mine the poet's
power, creativity and ability to innovate. The term originated in al-Asma‘'s “Tabagqat al-
fuhtla al-Shu‘ard” and then appeared in Ibn Sallam's “Tabaqat al-Shu‘ara”, where it
developed sig-nificantly into a unified theory. This study focuses on the differences and
similarities between these two critics' principles of evaluating poets and tries to identify the
qualities that a poet must possess in order to be a Fahl (master poet). The study begins by
presenting the concept of fuhiila/master poet according to al-Asma‘i. Al-Asmai believes that
Fuhila is related to the quality of words and mastery over language. He argues that the poet
must have the ability to use powerful and impressive words. Al-Asma‘i emphasizes linguistic
skill and knowledge of ancient poetry as the main criteria for evaluating the poet who is Fahl.
Ibn Sallam, on the other hand, takes a broader view of the concept of fuhiila and focuses on
the social and historical background. According to him, a Fahl is a person who sincerely and
realistically articulates the problems of his age. He categorized poets into successive classes
according to their poetic competence. This study aims to examine the commonalities and
differences between these two critics and to analyze the critical meanings these differences
contain. This article examines the fixed approach of al-Asma‘ in evaluating fuhila, where he
classifies poets into two categories: fuhul and non-fuhul. His comments are characterized by
brevity, reflected in the concise nature of his work, which does not exceed fifty pages. al-
Asma‘i used the large number of poems and the length of the poems as a criterion for a poet
to be considered a fahl, and he preferred the poets of the Jahiliyyah period to others because
they reflected the simplicity of Bedouin life in their poems with strong expressions and clear
language. Ibn Sallam, on the other hand, adopted a different approach. According to this
approach, he accepted that all poets were fahl and divided them into two classes: the
Jahiliyyah period and the Islamic period. However, he did so in a general historical order,
without a strict connection to chronology, by placing the four most famous poets in each
class. In this way, he brought together poets from different periods, for which he received
some criticism about his method. Ibn Sallam based his evaluation of the poets on the principle
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of similarity, drawing parallels between the poets of the Jahiliyyah period and the poets of
the Islamic period according to common characteristics such as obscenity, fluency of poetry,
power of language, and diversity of themes. This difference between al-Asma‘i and Ibn
Sallam's methods of examination and analysis reveals the diversity of critical approaches in
ancient Arabic thought. While al-Asma‘T approaches the concept of fahl from a linguistic
perspective focusing on the richness of language and the power of expressions, Ibn Sallam
approaches it from the perspective of the poet's creativity and originality, the power of
creativity and the ability to innovate.

Keywords: Arabic Criticism, Fuhiila, Al-Asma‘, Ibn Sallam, Comparative Analysis.
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